-_ 


aia iS Bf . a eee, >. 


id 


8 


ot 


ai 
11% 


re 
\c- 


> 
ne 


pt 
1C- 


iis 
ii 
of 


ng 


vg 
olf 


im 


” an 


‘and aware of the difficulty of fixing the regulations 


L 





—— 








NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER. 





Tarp series. No. 25—Voun VII] 


——— 


——E —_ — ——- 


BALTIMORE, FEB. 17, 1827. 


[Vor. XXXI. Wrote No. 805 





THE PAST—THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 











Ln 








EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY H. NILES & SON, 


AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE €§N ADVANCE. 


-_-— tt 





ee ————_——_ +. 





(Report on foreign commerce, concluded.) 
pressions which have given rise to so much discu’- 
sion, and which are by no means settled. Nothing can 
be more vague.and undefjned than those terms, and 
there was no limitation to the concession in tne broad 
construction which has been given toit. It involv- 
ed, however, the acknowledgement of the points 
which had been always refused in the negotiations, 
and one, especially, whieh, at that time, was thought, 
by the most experienced merchants and statesmen, 
to be a dangerous experiment, and for which there 
was no equivalent: that is, the right to perform what 
has been called the triple voyage, by which she es- 
capes from the direet voyage, and passes from Eng- 
land to our ports with her productions, and then takes 
a cargo of ours for the West Indies, and thence with 
colonial produce elsewhere. 

After a due examination of this law, it was deem- 
ed by the executive better to continue the negotia- 
tion, With a view, Ist, to a permanent regulation by 
treaty, when full explanations would be made and 
all doubts removed. 2d. Inthe hope of connecting 
with it the adjustment of the right of navigating the 
St. Lawrence, with which it is almost inseparably 
connected. 3d. Regulations with regard to colonial 
charges, consuls, &c. and, lastly, a respectfal compli- 
ance with the expectations manifested by the British 
government, in appointing ministers to conduct the 
negotiations with us, (without reservation), and to 
which our concurrence was invited. 

The subject was brought before the senate at the 
last session. These and other reasons induced the 
committee of commerce to decline to legislate on the 
subject. It was then referred to another committee, 
who reported a bill, not to place the commerce on 
the terms prescribed in the act of parliament, but 
to remove the discriminating duties. A majorfty of 
the senate disapproved of the bill, believing it safer 
to trust the whole subject to the pending negotiations, 





of trade by acts of legislation. The instructions af- 
terwards given evince the determination of this go- 
vernment to terminate this commercial warfare with 
a nation with whom we have so many connexions, 
even at great sacrifice. 

They were framed in conformity to opinions ex- 
pressed by a large portion of the senate, and, as was 
believed, to changes which had taken place in the 
public mind. 

Experience has shewn that we were able to en- 
sage in a fair competition in the trade allowed us; 
that it was mutually beneficial. It was ascertained 
that Great Britain could not yield the point so long 
in dispute, and we had the alternative to yield, or 
obstinately adhere, and incur all the injury to both 
parties by an interruption of the intercourse. 

It is Believed by the committee that, upon the prin- 
ciples of reciprocity, this government has contended 
for its just rights. It was an effort to place our pro- 
ductions of agriculture in the colonial markets upon 
an equal footing. The surrender which has been 
made, is believed to be in accordance with the opi- 
hions of that interest, but under the hope, if the com- 
petition should be found prejudicial, that Great Bri- 
tain will redeem her pledge made in her proposals, 
(marked W), of doing us justice. 


dressed ourselves to their reason and justice, but 
without success; and we yield to the necessity, with- 


| out conceding the argument which places before us 


only the surrender of our opinion or the sacrifice of 
great interests to both parties. 

It is not necessary now to reflect upon the past, 
except so far as to vindicate ourselves. : 


The question now presented is the relation in 
which we now stand. She has abruptly cut off the 
intercourse with us. The inquiry is, what measure 
must we adopt in this new and unexpected state of 
things? 

Your committee have given to this subject the at- 
tention it merited. They are obliged to pass over 
many remarks and reflections which. arise out of the 
investigation of the laws, and tbe diplomatic inter- 
course connected with it in¥order to bring to the 
view of the senate the remaining ,question, what 
measures this government, from a sense of self- 
respect, and the just rights of the nation, ought to 
adopt? 

Your committee have prepared a bill, the expla- 
nation of which will Jevelope the opinions and mo- 
tives by which they are governed. From the consi- 
derations heretofore given, they recommend to open 
this trade upon the most liberal basis. But if Great 
Britain should refuse to accept the offer they recom- 
mend an entire interdiction of the intercourse. 


The bill, therefore, provides, that from and aftér 
the thirtieth day of September next, the ports of the 
United States shall be and remain closed against ony 
and every vessel, arriving by sea from any port or 
place in the British colonies or possessions therein 
enumerated, (including all not embraced by the ge- 
neral convention), provided it shall not take effect or 
go into operation, if, before that time, the president 
shall receive satisfactory evidence that the said co- 
lonies and possessions are open to the admission 
of vessels of the United States, coming from the U. 
States. That their vessels and cargoes are not sub- 
ject to any other or higher duties or charges than 
} British vessels and their cargoes from the U. States. 
That the vessels of the United States may importinto 
the colonies, from the United States, any artiele the 
produce of the United States, which a British vessel 
can by law import from the United States into the 
colonies; and that the vessels of the United States 
may exportto any country whatever, other than the 
dominions of Great Britain, any article from tbe said 
colonies, which vessels of Great Britain may export 
therefrom. And if the president shall receive the 
evidence, he shall issue his proclamation to open our 
ports to all vessels; to equalize the duties and charg- 
es on American and British vessels; and, from the 
date of the proclamation, the acts of 1818, 1820 and 
1823 shall be repealed; and it further provides that 
the direct trade only may be opened on the game 
terns. 

It will he perceived that if the terms proposed are 
accepted, all our laws on the subject are repealed, 
and the diserimination removed—that Great Britain 
will be no longer restricted to the direct voyage; 
but that the circuitous voyage, through our ports to 
her colonies, is open to her navigation. 


This concession: is understood to have been em- 





We have contended for those rights as long as the 
Contest was useful. We have no vain pride of opi-| 
2ion or ambition of carrying a point. We fiave ad- 

XXXI-——-No. 25. 


braced in the terms of the act of parlizment of 1825, 
It was one of the principal difficulties that presented 
ifself in considering the proposition of accepting the 
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terms of that law, for, whatever other undefined 
claims might be set up under the vague terms of 
that law, this was clearly embraced in it, and ad- 
mitted of no doubt. A great degree of repugnance 
was felt by commercial men to the admission 
of this privilege. It was said that British vessels la 
den with their manufactures, would be discharged in 
our ports; that from thence they would take the sup 
plies to the colonies, and from thence elsewhere. 
Thot this would give decided advantages over us 
in the trade between this country and Great Britain 
the extent of which could not be foreseen or caleulat- 
ed, and for which the colonial trade would afford 
no advantage worth the hazard to which this would 
expose our shipping. At present an opinion, entit- 
led to great authority, prevails, that this will bea 
dangerous experiment. A less degree of unanimity 
prevails, however, now than formerly; the subject 
has been more particularly examined, and hopes are 
entertained, that we may still claim our fair share. 
There is a diversity of opinion upon this point, that, 
considering the great interest at stake, may well in- 
spire caution. But your committee, although differ- 
ing in opinion on this subject, from the best examina- 
tion they are able to give it,from a desire to meet 
the overtures of Great Britain, and to open all the 
avenues to trade, have consented, in consideration of 
the intercourse opened from the colonies to Europe 


Your committee believe, that, having offered to 
Great Britain all that she can claim upon any princi- 
ple, all that she is now understood at any time to have 
asked, and all that any independent nation can sur- 
render, that the trade will be opened. unless she has 
determined to exclude us from all intercourse with 
her colonies, while they are open to other nations. 
Such a measure as that would speak a language not 


then, that such may be her policy, we have provided 
an absolute interdict, to take effect at a future day, 
which will give her time to weigh the subject and 
make known her intentions. 

This interdict is to take effect only in the event of 
her refusal to open the trade to her colonies The 
refusal would draw a broad line of distinction be- 
tween us and other nations, and evince a spirit of 
jealousy and rivalry which we cannot believe to ex- 
ist and indicate a policy at war with the liberal prin- 
ciples and amicable sentiments she has professed. 

in considering the possibility of being driven to the 
enforcement of the interdict, it has become necessa- 
ry to inquire into the extent to which it should be 
carried; and your committee believe if, contrary to 
expectation, Great Britain should adhere to the ex- 
clusion of our vessels under the terms proposed 
there would be but one feeling and one voice in this 
country The principles on which we act, the digni- 
ty of the government, and the interests of commerce, 
unite in demanding an absolute and rigid non-inter- 
course. 

If we make it partial, Great Britain will derive the 
benefit, and we shall lose all that is worth contend- 
ing for. If we merely exclude her vessels, then her 
productions will still find a market here, and the co- 
lonies will find their supplies as usual from us. It 
will be for both parties, out of aspirit of jealousy, to 
lose the carrying of their own productions. This 
will be to give her colonies all the benefit they derive 
from a free trade, and will indirectly affect the 
avowed object of their policy, as indicated in their 
debates, to secure by her laws to her own shipping as 
jarge a portion of the navigation of the worid as she 
can obtain, and what she cannot, in this way, secure 
to herself, to divide and diffuse among the other na- 
tions; to prevent any nation from having an undue 
share of it, and to throw it, if possible, into the hands 
of the lesser powers. By this arrangement, she ob- 
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excluding us from the competition, ani thie. s the 
balance into the hands of others, divided and diffused 
so as not to augment the power of any particular 
country. 

It is not to be disguised that such a policy, while it 
subtracts from our and does not increase her naviga- 
tion, preserves her preponderance by maintaining 
her relative strength. If it has entered into her views 
that we are rivals; that the natural effect of fair com- 
petition must be overcome by artificial regulations 
and that what she cannot fairly obtain must be thrown, 
into the hands of those powers, who excite no jea- 
lousy, in order to preserve her relative superiority, 
then it becomes us, without indulging any feeling of 
rivairy towards her, to counteract a policy so ipjuri- 
ous to us. 

The vast colonial power, the extensive commerce: 
and the maritime strength of Great Britain, which we 
cannot pretend, in our infancy, to rival, excites no 
feeling of jealousy But the fair trial of the enter- 
prise and skill of two such nations is a noble con- 
test; in which we willingly engage. not to depress hei 
but to improve ourselves. Butif her ample means 
conducted by masterly ability, and seconded by the 
spirit of her people is not enough, and she finds it 
necessary to protect herseli trom fair competition by 
regulations, prohibitions, and interdicts, we must re- 
gret, while we yield to the necessity, to be driven 
into a system of counteraction alike injurious to both, 


Your committee cannot, there, hesitate to make 
the interdict as broad as the case requires. The 
British interdict leaves open the ports of her North 
American possessions, and so much only as suits hei 
own peculiar system. Ours must be made to meet 
its operation, not its terms. 

Some fears may be entertained that this may 
prove injurious to the agricultural interest, and that 
their articles willlose a market by this exclusion 

It is believed, from the best information from the 
most experienced merchants, that no injury will be 
sustained. The colonies mu-t be supplied, and the de- 
pressed state of their products will not allow them to 
bear anyincrease of their burthens, especially in the 
necessaries of life. Canada cannot supply them toa 
greater extent than at present The flour from the 
Baltic, if it can be obtained, will be at very advanced 
prices. They must depend for supplies upon us, 
which they will obtain from neighboring ports, to 
which it would be carried by our vessels. The 
quantity of articles sold in the West Indies-and thé 
navigation employed, will not be changed; but if we 
permit British or neutral vessels to carry direct to 
the colonies, we shall Jose all the ‘carrying trade. The 
situation of the colonists will scarcely bear the in- 
creased expense of the indirect voyage. During the 
non-intercourse between 1820 and 1822, the colo- 
nists complained, in numerous petitions, of the ruin- 
ous effect of the restrictive system. It produced such 
a derangement in the trade, such irregular supplies 
advanced prices and wantof market, that the govern- 
ment was obliged to relieve them by opening the 
ports. We shall hear the same thing again. 

All the merchants concur in representing the trade 
as not profitable. Losses are sustained on all the 
home voyages; the very exportation duties alone are 
heavy burthens on the trade. It will further appear 
that our exportation to the West Indies, and the ship- 
ping employed, during the years 1$20, 1821 and 1822, 
were not diminished. Our productions found a mar 
ket wherever West India productions were sold, the 
colonies were obliged to find the article where it w2s 
to be sold, and the exchanges of their productions 
were necessarily made, wherever they found our sup 
plies. 

The committee believe, from the information allud 
ed to, that no injury will be sustained in the sale of 
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terdict is an essential prohibition, without which it 
will fail to produce its effect. 

It is recommended to close the communication 
with the North American possessions, for a reason 
equally obvious. They are left open by the British 
regulations in order to draw our provisions, lumber 
and live stock to those markets, by which means the 
colonies will be supplied at prices somewhat increas- 
ed, but cheaper than from elsewhere; and the great 
object of ail these regulations, the carrying of these 
articles from those ports to the West Indies, will be 
secured to the Brilish shipping. Without this pre- 
caution the interdict will be worse than useless. 

The effect of closing these ports will be to con- 
centrate our trade in some of the ports adjacent to 
the British colonies, to which it will be carried by 
our vessels. Without this provision the trade of the 
northern states would concentrate in the northern 
British possessions and exclude our shipping. 

But it is said that Great Britain will intercept the 
communication between these intermediate ports and 
her colonies. No apprehension of that can be indulg- 
ed. Her colonists could not sustain such a state of 
things. It would produce inevitable ruin. They did 
not venture to resort to that violent remedy in 1821 
and 1822, and, if she does, the effect could be scarce- 
ly felt by us. Whatever they consume must be taken 
from the general market, and will so far diminish the 
supply of that market. But this measure could not 
be effected but by a non-intercourse with all the West 
India islands in American produce. 

The British West India colonies are in a most de- 
pressed state; their productions are reduced to the 
minimum; they meet with a powerful competition 
from the other islands, in every market except Eng- 
jand, and even there they must be protected from the 
sugars of the island of Mauritius and the East Indies. 
they require to be supplied direct, and at the least 
expeuse, from the United States, to maintain them- 
selves. The increased price, the natural eflect of 
irregular supplies, and the expense of long voyages, 
could not be tolerated there long. 

By permitting our productions to go direct by the 
vessels of other foreign powers, or circuitously by 
her northern possessions, we lose the carrying, with- 
out benefitting the agricultural interest of this coun- 
try. By the other course recommended, our pro- 
ductions, carried in our own vessels, will find a ready 
market. Our interdict will be felt, and the only ope- 
ration of the British interdict will be to burthen 
more heavily the colonies, already sinking under the 
pressure of other causes operating on them. 

Great Britain, in applying the interdict, either had 
in view a free intercourse or eptire exclusion. We 
report a bill to meet either exigency. 


Your committee having presented their views to 
the senate, with the accompanying bill, indulge a 
hope that the terms proposed will be acceptabie to 
Great Britain; that the commerce will return to its 
wonted channels, and that the two countries, though 
touching at many points, but rivals in none, will pur- 
sue their march in the high career that lies before 
them, not in the spirit of commercial jealousy, but 
with a generous and noble competition. 





s_#°The select committee of the house of repre- 
sentatives, in the case of the vice president, made a 
report on Tuesday last—to which was appended a 
paper, (by leave of the house), drawn up by Mr. 
Floyd, one of the committee, not much differing, if 
at all, in the conclusions arrived at—of the vindi- 
cation of the vice president of the charges circulated 
on the authority of Mix, and of the worthless cha- 
racter of the accuser,—as well as that no action in- 
jurious to the reputation of the vice president had 








ever been officially maintained, because of any thing 
asserted by Mix: all which was unanimously expect-' 


ed, from the first beginning of the investigation to the 

elivery of the report to the house; and why the pro- 
ceedings were had at all, or why so much heat has 
been shewn about them, cool and dispassionate look- 
ers-on, we apprehend, will be ata loss to determine- 
That the character of the second officer of the govern- 
ment should stand fair, every one will admit—as to 
being guiltless of such charges as were preferred by 
Mix, he ought to be “unsuspected,” and so he was, 
though these charges were privately preferred by 
Mix, himself a private individual, having no sort of 
official influence, and in no manner entitled to pub- 
lic confidence. But as before observed, in matters 
of feeling, every one must needs be the best judge 
for himself. We have noticed the proceedings as 
much at length as previous arrangements and the 
press of other articles would admit of, intending as 
soon as we Can, to give the details. The vice presi- 
dent took his seat in the senate on Wednesday. 


_ We need at least three sheets a week, at present, 
instead of one, to keep up with the current volume 
of documentary matters, alone. 





5(_}?We are really glad to notice the publication 
of the first vol. of the debates and resolutions, &c. 
in the conventions held for considering the constitu- 
tion ef the United States, by Mr. Jonathan Elliott, 
of Washington. The present is a neat 8vo. volume 
of more, than 350 pages, and contains the debates, 
&c. in the conventions of Massachusetts and New 
York, and it issupposed that what yet remains of the 
proceedings had in other states will make about three 
like volumes more. This gathering of precious mat- 
ter which was rapidly passing to oblivion, entitles the 
publisher to the thanks and the patronage of his eoun- 
trymen; and we earnestly hope that he may be am- 
ply encouraged to bring out the subsequent volumes. 
To the statesman, this is the richest treat that has 
lately been offered. It is the wisdom of the past ge- 
neration speaking to the present, and to our chil- 
dren’s children to ‘“‘the thousandth generation.” 

Evections. William B. Giles has been elected 
governor of Virginia in the place of Mr. Tyler, elect- 
ed a member of the senate of the U. States. Martin 
Van Buren has been re-elected a senator for the 
state of New York, for six years from the 4th of 
March next. A fourth ballot has been had in the 
house of representatives of Massachusetts, which 


again resulted in the election of E. H. Mills. Parti- 
culars hereafter. 











Nineteenth Congress—2nd Session. 


IN THE SENATE. 

February 8. After several minor or local matters 
had been attended to—and several private bills pas- 
sed— 


Mr. Holmes, from the select committee, to which 
was referred the petitions of various persons, pray- 
ing indernification for French spoliations, previous 
to the year 1800, made a report; which was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Smith, of Md, ordered to be printed and 
five hundred additional copies placed at the disposal 
of the senate. 


The bill to provide for the adjustment of claims of 
persons entitled to indemnification under the first ar- 
ticle of the treaty of Ghent, and for the distribution 
among the claimants, of the sum paid and to be paid, 
by the British government, under a convention be- 
tween the United States and his Britannic majesiy, 
concluded at London, on the 13th of November, was 
read the third time. 


After some remarks from several gentlemen, the 
bill was recommitted for the making of certain 
amendments. 
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The bill to authorize those persons who have relite 
quished lands under the provisions of several acts 
forthe reliefof purchasers of public lands, to pur- 
ehase the same at private sale, at a fixed rate, was 
read a second time. 

Mr. Chandler said, he did not know why the United 
States should hold the land for the purpose of allow- 
ing ptrsons who relinquished it, to come in and take 


itat one quarter of the price they originally gave. 

Mr. King explained the bill which he observed was to allow 
such purchasers as, from inability at a former period, to pay for 
their lands, had relinquished them, to repurchase, at one as 
of the price paid by them. On former occasions the United 
States had passed acts relieving those purchasers of land from 
their purbeases. It was certainly an act of clemency; but it was 
grounded upon the fact that the United States had been, in some 
measure, the cause of the specuiations by which these persons 
were involved. ‘They were, by this bill to be allowed to purchase 
ata fixed rate at private sale; and there was not only clemency 
and expediency iv the measure, but it was an act of financial im 
portance. ‘The lands, if put up at public sale, would be parchas- 
ed by speculators, and experrence had shown that the price would 
notexceed ove doilar and twenty-five cents per acre. ‘The lands 
would fall into the hands ot the speculator, who would pay to the 
United States the minimum price, while be would sell it to those 
who wished to purchase thei as additions to their farms and plat 
tations, at an exhorbitantrate; thus the cultivator would have his 
pockets drained, while the United States would gain nothing by 
the transattivn. Every one must perceive that the plan pro- 
posed by theoiil would bring double the money into the treasury, 
and save the farmer and plauter from being forced to pay double 
the worth of the land. 

Messrs. Barton, McKinley, Branch, Eaton, and 
Reed, aiso spoke tothe subject— 

Mr. Smith of S. C. moved to be excused from vot- 
ing, as the subject was one which allected him per 
sdnally; which was agreed to. 

{he question on engrossing the bill for a third read- 
ing, was then taken, and the yeas and nays having 
been called for by Mr. Branch, was carried by the fol- 


lowing vote. 

YF.AS—Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Benton, Berrien, Bouligny, 
Chambers, Chandler, Chase, Clayton, Dickerson, Faton, Edwards, 
Vindlay, Hayne, Hendricks, Holmes, Johnson, of Ken, Julinston, 
of Louw. Kane, King, Kinght. oecKinley, Marks, Nobie, Reed, 
Ridgely, Robbius, Rowan, Santord, Silsbee, Smith, of Md. Thomas, 
Van Buren, White, Wilhams, Woodbury ~36. 

NAYS—Messrs Bell, Branch, Macon, Randviph, Ruggles, S:y- 
mour, Tazewell.—?. 


On motion of Mr. Smith, of Md. the resolution di- 
recting the secretary of state to deliver certain pa- 
pers to John Hollins, was taken up, and read a se- 


cond time. 

Mr. S. explained the nature of the case, and 
was opposed by Mr. While, on the ground that con 
gress had no right to pass any such resolution, as it 
would interfere with a treaty between this and a 
foreign government. After a few remarks from 
Messrs. Smith, and Chandler, the resolution was re- 
jected. 

The following message was received from the pre- 
sident of the United States, by his private secretary: 
To the senat# and house of representatives of the United States: 

Washington, 8th Feb. 1827. 

] communicate to congress copies of a letter from the governor 
af the state of Georgia, reecived since my message of the 5th inst. 
and of enclosures received with it, further coufirmative of the 
tacts siated iv that message. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Executive department, 
Georgia, Milledgevilie, 27th Jan. 1227 

sir: As the officers of Georgia engaged in the ex. cution of their 
duvies tear to its Westerp boundary, by order of the legislative and 
excentive authority of the state, have suffered irequent interrup- 
tiow from the Indians of the Creek nation, accompamed by indig 
nities and insults sufliciently aggravated, and are still thr: atened 
woth others of more violent aud outrageous character; and, as there 
is reason to belivve that your agent of Indian affairs is the prime 
wover and instigator of the saine, 1 have deemed it proper to ,lay 
betore yeu the enclosed papers in support of that belief, and to ask 
the favor of you to inform me if that officer is so acting by your 
vethority, or with your sanction and comntenance. It may be 
‘vought painful enough that the United States, whose undoubted 
sight it is, Shall enter into controversy with Georgia on the 
». indity of treaties, and the lawfulness of boundaries, trespasses 
econunitted on the one side, or right of sovereignty violated on the 
other, with the remedial or redrcssive Measures demanded by esther. 

li is not to be presumed that the president would transfer the 
sovereign attributes toa subaltern agent, much less that he would 
delegate them for the annoyance of the people of Georgia, tor in- 
sult to their public functionaries, for invasion of their territorial 
rights, aid fi.ally for bioodshed- 


eS nm 


If these powers have been insolently assumed by such subat- 
tern, tor such purpos:s, it is not fur the governor of Georgia to 
dictate to the president the measures which ought to fullow, as 
well in vindication of the honor of the United States, as in repa- 
rativa of the wrongs done to Georgia. The president is compe- 
tent to judge them, and the governor doubts not his willingness 
tu judge them rightiy. 

With great consideration and respect, G. M. TROUP. 

The president of the United States. 

Copy of a letter from Wiley Williams to gov. Troup. 
Lith district, Carol County 
: January 22d, 1827. 

Sir. 1 did flatter myself that I should have been able to com- 
plete my survey without troubling you, or being troubled by the 
Indians, but in this L have been deceived. Fight or wey lusty 
fellows rode up to my camp last night, with a lettor written by 
Crowell, and signed by several chiefs, and ordered me to desist 
from surveying the Jand on the west side of the new treaty line. 
Mr. Rogers, who surveys the 9th district, and who wiil be the 
bearer of this, was broken up by them yesterday. You will know 
best what measures to pursue in regard to the affair, but if the 
survey proceeds, a protection must be afforded us, and that must 
be sufficient to protect the whole frontier line from the intersee 
tion of the Cherokee line with the state line, to Miller’s Bend. 
There is about one fourth of my district that lies west of Bright's 
line, and I yesterday completed my meridian lines through it. I 
shall to-day commence my transverse lings, but, after mature re 
flection, 1 cannot feel myself sale in crossing Bright’s line at pre- 
sent, but shall eye to survey that part which lies east of the 
line,and when 1 am done, I shali make the attempt to survey the 
balance. L hope by that tine, however, a sufficient protection 
wiil be afforded. Mr. Rogers can better inform you tbanI can by 
writheg. 

Yours, respectfully, WILEY WILLIAMS. 
Creck nation, Jan. 12th, 1827. 
To the surveyors, running the laud west of the line of tae late 
treatt. 

Gentlemen: We, the undersigned, chiefs and head men of the 
Creek nation, having learnt, with great regret, that you are en- 
gaged in surveying the lands west of tbe line of the Jate treaty, 
and which was not ceded by that treaty, we have again te request 
and demand of vou in the most friendly terms, that you will de- 
sist trom stretching a chain over any of our lands, not ceded by 
the said treaty; we flatter. d ourselves and we bad aright to be- 
lieve, the sapulations of that treaty wou'd have been tricndly ob- 
served by all parties conecrned, and that our former differences 
with our neighbors, the Georgians, Would have been finally sez- 
tied, and that we would, in fucure, live in the strictest friendship 
in all our intercourse. We are dcteresined, ov our part, net todo 
an act that can be calculated to give offence, but are right,and we 
hope they will be respected. 

We are your friends. 

Sigued by Little Prince, Oakfusky Yoholo, Sperner Tustnuge 
Hargo, Kasticharco Chop.o, Wicas Horge, Coche Hudgo, Char 
chus Micue. 


Copy of a ketter from James A. Rogers, district surveyor, to gov; 
Loup, January 23, 1827. 
His eacellency gov. Troup— 

Sir: Euclosed, you wil: find a copy of an instrument of writing, 
Which wes handed to me by a parcel of Indians on the 21st inst. 
and, after I rvad the letter, they denianded of ve my compass, which 
I had to surrender to them; but after a few minutes they agreed 
to give me back my compass, and would come with me over the 
new treaty line, which they did, and threatened me very severe if 
I should be caught over Bright’s line agaiv a surveying. I have 
come onto Melntosh’s old piace, and have stopt my hands until I 
hear from you. If you intend to give me assistance, | hope you 
will tuke the earliest measure to get it to Me, as provision is scarce 
and my hands uneasy to go home. As to the number of men it 
will take to guard me, | am unable to say—my situation is this: 
There is three settlements of Indians in sy district that have in 
them about ten men, and in two miles on the Alabama si de, there 
is a large wown that I am told have from forty to fitty warriors in 
it, which is to be placed on the new treaty nue as spies, and pre- 
vent the land from being surveyed; and as for further intorma- 
tion, 1 willrefer you to major Pauamore, the bearer of this express, 
and who was with me when the Indians stopt me. 

Yours, tc. JAMES A. ROGERS, D.S, 
George M. Troup, gov- of Geo, . 

The message and papers were read and referred to 
the select committee, to which was referred the mes- 
sage of the 5th inst. 

Several! bilis were ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and will be noticed on their passage. 
Adjourned. 


February 9. After some preparatory business had 
been disposed of — 

Mr. Van Buren, from the committee on the judicia- 
ry, to whom was recommitted the bill to provide for 
tie adjustment of claims of persous entitled to indem- 
nification, under the first article of the treaty of 
Ghent, and for the distribution among such claimants 





of the sum paid, and to be paid by the gover nment of 
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States and his Britannic majesty, concluded at Lon- 
don on the 13th of November, 1826, reported it with 
the following amendments, which were read. 

The first section is so amended as to provide for 
three commissioners instead of one. The seventh 
section is amended so as to increase the salary of 
the clerks to fifteen hundred dollars. Two new sec- 
tions are added; one of which provides that sundry 
ciaims which were deposited in the department of 
state, and by mistake omitted to be placed on the de- 
finitive list delivered to the former commissioners, 
shall be added thereto, and the said claimants shall 
be entitled to the same rights and benefits, as if such 
claims had been placed on the said definitive list 


The bill to grant a certain quantity of land to the 
state of Indiana, for the purpose of aiding said state 
in opening a canal, to connect the waters of the Wa- 
bash river with those of lake Erie, was read a second 
time. 

After debate, in which Messrs. Chandler, Hendrics. 
Harrison, Holmes, Kane, McKinley, Smith, of S C. and 
Johnson, of Ky. took part, the bill was laid on the ta- 
ble 


Mr. Chambers presented the memorial of the colo- 
nization society, praying aid from the government in 
the prosecution of their designs. 

On motion to refer the memorial to a select com 
mittee, a Jong debate arose, in which Mr. Chambers 
vindicated the objecis of the society, and recom- 
mended the consideration of their memorial to the 
attention of congress: and Mr. ddayne opposed the 
consideration of thé subject, at this time, as, from 
the late stage oi this session, its thorough investiga- 
tion was readered impossible; when— 

On motion of Mr. Benton, who made afew remarks, 
the memorial was laid on the table. 

The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed. 

The bill to authorize the president of the United 
States to remove the land office from Jackson, in 
Choctaw district, in the state of Mississippi. 

The bill for the relief of Benjaman Woodworth. 

The bill for the relief of Ben. J. V Valhenburg. 

The bill for the relief of Alfred Flournoy. 

The bill in addition to an act fixing the salaries of 
the clerks in certain offices, and to add to their num- 
ber. 

The bill for the benefit of the heirs of Thomas 
Jefferson, deceased; and 

The bill to authorize those persons who have re- 
linquished lands, to purchase the same at private 
sale. 

On the last bill some discussion took place, in 
which Messrs. Branch, King, and Eatun, took part. 


Mr. Eaton moved that when the senate adjourn, it 
adjourn to Monday next; which was sustained by 
Messrs, Smith, of 8. C. and Johnson of Ky; and op- 
posed by Messrs. Harrison and Noble; when the ques- 
tion was taken, and the motion agreed to—20 to 16. 

The senate then adjourned. 


February 12. The president communicated a letter 
from the secretary of the navy, transmitting state- 
ments complying in part with the resolution of the 
senate of the 17th ult. requesting exhibits of the cost 
of the sites of the different navy yards, and the ex 
pense of ship-building thereat, &c. The letter was 
read, referred to the committee on naval affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Cobb presented sundry proceedings of the exe- 
cutive and legislature of the state of Georgia on the 
subject of treaties lately concluded by the United 
States with the Creek Indians; referred to the select 
committee appointed on the Sth instant. 

Mr. Sanford, from the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, to whom was referred the memorials from sun- 
dry merchants and traders, who have lost property 


ny the depredations of the French, made a repor* 
accompanied by the following resolution 


Resolved, That the committee be discharged frum the further 
consideration of these memorials. 


Mr Chambers from the committee on the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill making an appropria- 
tion of $37 000 for making a road on the McAdam 
plan from Washington to Georgtown. 

The bill from the other house, for increasing the 
duties on certain imported woollens, was read. 

On motion of Mr Sanford, the senate went into 
the consideration of executive business, and after 
three hours spent therein, the senate adjourned. 

February 13. Mr. Sanford presented the creden- 
tials of the honorable Martin Van Buren, elected ase- 
nator for the state of New York, for six years, fram 
and after the 3d March next. 

Mr. Dickerson moved to take up the bill from the 
other house, to increase the duties on imported wool- 
lens, in order to its being referred. which was oppos- 
ed by Mr. Smith of Md. and supported by Mr. Eaton, 
who said he would farther move the reference of the 
bill to the committee on finance. The question was 
taken and the senate decided to consider the bill; 
which was then read a second time. 

Mr. Dickerson and Mr. Hayne rose at the same mo- 
ment, the former moving the reference of the bill to 
the committee on manufactures, and the latter to the 
finance committee. 

Cousiderable discussion arose on the point of pre- 
cedency, and before it was settled, Mr Tazewell 
moved to lay the bill upon the table, on which the 
yeas and nays were called, and the motion was re 
jected by the following vote: 

YEAS.—Moussrs. Berrien, Braneb, Ciayton, Cobb, Hayne, Kane, 
King, McKinley, Macon, Randolph, Ridgely, Kowan, Smith of 
Maryland, Smith of S. Carolina, Tazewell, White, Wiiliams—i7. 

N\YS.—Messrs, Barton, Bateman, Bell, Beaton, Bouligny, 
Chandl-r, Chase, Dickerson, Eaton, Edwards, Findlay, Hacrison, 
Hendricks, Holmes, Johoston, of Louisiana, Knight, Marks, Milis, 


Noble, Robbins, Ruggles, Sanford, Seymour, Silsbee, Thomas, Van 
Buren, Willey, Woodbury—28. 


Mr. Eaton moved the reference to the committee 
on finance. 

Mr. Dickerson said that a motion was already be- 
fore the chair 

he chair decided that Mr. Dickerson having been 
first upon the floor his motion was in order. 

A pretty sharp debate now ensued between Messrs. 
Hayne, Dickerson, Smith, of Md. Holmes and Van Bu- 
ren. After other remarks, Mr. Smith, of Md. said—~ 
He thought the reference of this bill to the commit- 
tee on manufactures, was highly improper; for the 
chairman of that committee seemed to be infected 
with a manufacturing mania; or, rather, the subject 
was with him aivobby-horse; and he rode it so hard, 
that he would take all the basiness from the finance 
committee, if care was not taken. Mr. S. considered 
this as a very important subject—one which threaten- 
ed seriously to alfect the revenue, without any pra- 
mise of immediate redress for that disadvantage; and 
it having come up so late in the session, he was vot 
prepared to act upon it, as he did not wish to be oblig- 
ed to decide upon a subject of so much moment with- 
out a full investigation of its merits. 

Mr. Holmes replied. He thought the mania of which 
the gentleman had spoken, might be contagious, and 
that he had caughtit; for it had led him into an argu- 
ment which was rather against himself. The bil] to 
reduce the duty on salt had been advocated by the 
gentleman; yet that was a subject affecting finance, 
and was first reported by the committee on agricul. 
ture, while, according to his doctrine, it should have 
sprang from the finance committee. Mr. H. should 
suppose that it would be a casein point, that this bill 
should go to the committee on manufactures first, and 
to the finance committee afterwards. As to the re. 
venue, he considered it as a convenient hobby horse, 
to be mounted either to advocate or oppose any sub 





jeot whatever. The gentleman from Maryland ha 
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given proof of this. When the bill to reduce the 
duty on salt was before the senate he supported it. 
There was no fear of the revenue then; but now 
there were great apprehensions on thathead. It ap- 
peared to Mr. H. that as the committee on manufac- 
tures had so far acted upon the subject, the refe- 
rence to to them was perfectly proper. 

The question was taken by yeas and nays, and de- 
cided by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Bell, Bouligny, Chandler, 
Chase, Dickerson, Edwards, Findlay, Harrison, Hendricks, 
Holmes, Knight, Marks, Mills, Noble, Robbims, Ruggles, Sanford, 
Seymour, Silsbee. Thomas, Van Buren, Willey, Wouodbury—25. 

NAYS= Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Branch, Chambers, Clayton, 
Cobb, Eaton, Hayne, Johnson, of Ken. Johnston, of Lou. Kane, 


King, MeKiniey, Macon, Randolph, Ridgely, Rowan, Smith, of 


Md. Smith, of S. C. Tazewell, Williams—2 


Mr. Findlay submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on manufactures be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of augmenting the present duties on 


imported spirits. 

The bill to appropriate a certain quantity of land 
for the opening of a canal to unite the waters of 
the Wabash with lake Erie, was taken up, and after 
being amended was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading, ayes 28—noes 14, 


The bill to reduce the duties on certain imported 
articles, comprising teas, coffee and wines, was read 
a second time, and its objects explamed by Mr. Smith, 
of Md. 

Mr. Chandler moved to strike wines from the pro- 
visions of the bill. On this motion debate ensued, 
in which Messrs. Silsbee, Sandford, Smith, of Md. 
Chandler and Holmes, éxpressed themselves, when, on 
motion of Mr. Marks, the yeas and nays were taken 
on the motion, and it was negatived by the following 
vote: 

YEAS— Messrs. Barton, Bateman, Bell, Chandler, Chase, Dick- 
erson, Findlay, Harrison, Hendricks, Knight, Marks, Nobic, KRidg- 
ley, Robbins, Ruggies, Sandford, Seymour, Thomas, Wovudbury 
 NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Bouligoy, Branch, Chambers, 
Clayton, Cobb, Eaton, Edwards, Hayne, Holmes, Jolson, of Ken 
tucky, Johnston, of Lou. Kane, King, McKinley, Macon, Ran- 
dolph. Reed, Rowan, Silsuee, Smith, of Md. Smith, of S. C. 
Tavewell, Wilhams—25. 

Mr Ridgley moved to strike out the 9th and 10th 
lines of the first section of the bill, so as to annu! the 
provision in relation to teas; which he supported by 
referring tothe printed documents on the subject. 

Messrs. Holmes, Smith, of Md. and Silsbee, opposed 
the motion, when the question upon it was taken, and 
it was rejected by the following vote: 


YEAS—M. ssrs. Barton, Bateman, Chase, Harrison, Noble, 
Ridgicy, Robbins, Ruggies—8. 


NAYS— Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Branch, Chambers, Chandler, 
Clayton, Cobb, Dickerson, Eaton, Fdwards, Findlay, Hayne, Hen- 
dricks, Hoimes, Joh oso, Ky. Johnston, of Lou. King, Knight, 
McKinley, Macon, Marks, Randolph, Reed, Rowan, Sanutord, Sey- 
mour, Silsbee, Smith, of Md. Soith, of S.C. Pazewell, ‘Lhomas, 
Willey, Wilhams, Woodbury~—34- 

Mr. Sunford moved to amend the bill, by striking 
out the 2d section, which provides for the reduction 
of the duty on teas and wines already in the public 
wurehouses; which was discussed by Messrs. Sanford 
and Smith, of Md. and negatived, 17 to 15. 


A turther amendment was proposed by Mr. Silsbee, 
in relation to the exaction of debenture. He, how- 
ever, withdrew bis motion; when the bill was order- 
ed to ove engrossed, 

And the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Feb. 8. After other business— 

Mr. Forsyth asked leave to lay on the table a joint 
resolution, which he wished to have laid on the ta- 
bie and printed. 

Mr. Burtlett objected. The ground on which the 
objection was made was, that the unfinished business 
of yesterday had preference, and that no other busi- 
ness could be entertained, if an objection was made. 








PAd 


-—- ———- 


The speaker having decided that the resolution 
could not be received in consequence of this objec- 
jion— 

Mr. Forsyth appealed from the decision of the chair, 
but no question was taken, the special leave of the 
house being granted to offer the resolution. The reso- 


lution was then read as foliows, and ordered to be 
printed: 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the Unit- 
ed States of America in congress assembled, ‘That the sum of —~ 
—— dollars, to be paid out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, be, under the direction of the president 
of the United States, distributed among the Creek Indians, as 
full indemnity for their claims to huut upon, or in any other 
manner use, the strip of land laying between the Chatahoochie 
river and the dividing line between the states of Georgia and 
Alabama, which said land is to be subject to the undisturbed occu- 
pation ofthe citizens of Georgia, under the laws of that state. 


The house resumed the consideration of the bill 
for altering the acts imposing duties on imports. 

The question being on the engrossment of the bill; 

Mr. Hoffman then moved to recommit the bill with 
instructions, which provided that the time for the 
commencement of the duty on unmanufactured wool 
should be shortened so as to make it take place in 
August, 1827, instead of June, 1828. He supported 
his proposition by some remarks, in which he stated 
his intention to support the bill, but his desire to see 
itin amore perfect form, so as to allow the agricul- 
turist to enjoy the benefit simultaneously with the 
manufacturer. He was succeeded by Mr. J. S. Sle- 
venson, Who expressed his wish that the bill might be 
recom mitted, in order to give an opportunity to gen- 
tlemen to introduce a protecting duty on spirits and 
hemp. r 

Mr. Wright then rose and said, that he was as 
much interested in this discussion as any gentleman, 
and had as many inducements to address the house. 
He came from an agricultural, from a wool growing 
part of the country; he had presented to the house 
many memorials on this subject. But aware, as he 
was, of the state of the public business, and of the 
short time which remains for acting upon it, he 
thought he should discharge his duty to his consti- 
tuents and the country better, after the attenuated 
discussion which the subject had undergone, by ter- 


'minating, rather than protracting the discussion. 


He would therefore, ask for the previous question. 


The call for the previous question was supported: 
Ayes 89—noes 74. 


Mr. Hamilton then demanded a eall ofthe house. 
The speaker pronounced the call to be out of order. 
Mr. Hamilton appealed against the decision of the 


chair; and on the appeal, on motion of Mr. Saun- 
ders, the ayes and noes were ordered. 

Mr. Forsyth then made a few remarks in support of 
the appeal and against the decision of the speaker, 
and a discussion of some length ensued, in which the 
decision of the speaker was sustained by Messrs. 
Maliary, Strong, Webster, Cook, F. Johnson, S. Wood, 
Everett, Bartlett, Storrs, Mercer, and Campbell; and 
Messrs. Forsyth, Powell, McLane, Hamilton, Brent, 
Drayion, A Stevenson, Bassett, Livingston, McDuffie, 
and Lloyd, delivered their opinions against the chair. 

[The ground taken in opposition to the decision was, that the 
call of the house was a question concerning the organization of 
the house, and must of consequence take precedence of any mos» 
tion of legislation, whether a privileged motion or any other; and 
that, taking this precedence, it could be made at any time, and 
under any circumstances; and farther, that it rested on precedent. 
The case citedas precedent by Mr McLane, was one which oecur- 
red in January, 1815, when a call of the house was demanded, 
previous to the question being taken on the engrossment of the 
bill prohibiting intercourse with Great Britain. On this oecasion, 
the call of the house was opposed by Mr. Grosvenor, on the ground 
that a day’s notice was necessary. The speaker Mr. Cheves, de- 
cided that the call was thenin order. Tlie decision was appealed 
from, and the ayes and noes were cailed on this appeal; but when 
the ayes and noes were called, it was !ound a quorum was not pre- 
sent. 

It was further insisted, that this was something more than 2 mere 
question of order; that it related to the power and privileges of 
the house, and was important te every individual member of the 
house, and to the country. It was argued that if a call of the 
house before a quorum was presept, was necessary to organizea 
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house, a call when more than @ m+jority was present, Was veces- 
sary to give it a more perf ct existence. 


It was contended, by those who opposed the appeal, and sup- 
ported the decision of the chair, that the privileged questions 
were all specified in the rules by which the house was governed; 
that a call of the house was a provision to enable the minority ot 
the members to enforce the atte:dance of others, until a suffi 
cient number could be obtained to cransact the public business. 
It was insisted, that as the cons'itution had provided that a ma- 
jority of the house was comp:tent to do business, the necessity 
for a call of the house was removed when a majority was ib at- 
tendane; that if a call of the house could be interposed, during 
the pendency of questions, and after a majority of the members 
present had sustained the call for the pr vious question, on the 
demand of on individual member, the procecdings of the house 
could at all times, and at any time.be arrested. It was urged 
further, that the call, under these circumstance: s, was without pa- 
ralict in other couptrics, and without precedent bere. As to the 
precedent relied on, and quoted, it was stated that the call of the 
house was mad: ,**there berg no quorum preseat,” and that when 
the question Was taken on the appeal from the decision ol the 
chair, it was ascertained that there was no quorum. ‘The case, 
therefore. was not a parailel case. In reply to anoth r argument, 
it was said, that although acall of the hous. might be necessary to 
organize the hi use into existence, it was necessary to give ia 
more than existence; and that it was ansurd to talk of any exist- 
ence more pefect than existence itself.) 


The speaker, before the question was put, begged leave, as the 
ayes and noes were called on this question, to make one or two 
observations. He had been amember of the house for about tour. 
teen years, aud during eleven or tw. lve years had searecly been 
absent a singie day. In ail the excitements ot party and they 
had been much greater than they are now, no moton of this 
kind hac ever been sustained, under similar circumstances. ‘The 
chair could not teri to any case Of this kina which was rejected. 
He did not .believe that there had been auy de Cision on the sub- 
jeet. The gentleman, from Delaware, bad referred to a case in 
January, 1815, and t adecisiow at that time by Mr. Chevis, who 
stood desirvedly high in the cor fidence and esteem of every one. 
He believed he had «# periet recollection of the circumstances 
under which the reference was made to the chair. It had a rela 
tion to the nllto probibit intercourse with Great Britain during 
the war. Many ameudnments had been offered, but they had been 
disposed of. There was sn indisposition in the majority to go to the 
full «xtentof the measure. The difficulty was to get the friends 
of the measure up to the sticking point. It was late at night 
when the proposition for a call of the house was made. An im- 
quiry bad heen previously made if a quorum was present. It was 
found a quorum was not present, When the call was moved. It 
was objected to. It was said a c:se could not be made without no- 
tice previously given, asis the call inthe English parliament. It 
was the decisios. of the chair, that no rule existed by which the 
call was prohibit d on the same day, or Which required previous 
notice. Lhe call was sustained. There was no question then 
pending The amendments had been disposed of, and no new 
ones had heen propos: d. No motion had been made for engross- 
ment. Ehat was the next question. It is the practice of the 
chair to put that question without any specific motion; but, in 
strict propri: ty, such motion should be made by a member. It did 
not appear that such had been made. 


Vhe speaker then turned to the arrangement of motions. It 
had been urged in objection to his decision, that the rule which 
specifies the privileged motions has no reference to a call of the 
hous:; .ccause a cali of the house applies to the organization of 
the house, whil the rules only apply to its action after it is or 
ganized. Hy» could not conceive the propricty of this distinction 
It has been said that the house possesses thy power to compel the 
attendance of its members. It «a cali of the house be made, the 
doors are closed, and the members are sent fur. In the ordinary 
business of the house, the roll is called over, and aftur the mem- 
bers have been putished or excused, the doors are again opened, 
and the members can leave the house again at their pleasure.— 
woud it be said, that Whenever you come to an absentee,a mem- 
ber might rise, and make a specific motion that the absentee be 
sent for, and that a debate might ensue, and the ayes and noes. 
Thus the power would be given to one-fifth of the members to 
throw impediment in the way cf the legislative action of the 
house, and pr: vent the progress of the most important business. 
It had been often discussed; and he believed what he had stated to 
be the practice of the house, 


The chair had on yesterday shown every disposition to accom- 
modate the gentlernan from South Carolina, when he submitted to 
the house his motion for a call, because he believed that it might 
have been in accordance with the wish of the house. It had often 
occurred that, by the unanimous consent of the house, the call had 
been made. The chair had citertained the motiun from an iv- 
pression that such might be the course on the present occasion.— 
Immediately after the cail had been made, a demand was made 
for the previous question, and thusevery opportunity for explana 
tion was cut of, when the question was proposed as to the order 
of the rule. If his decision in this case had been wrong, he hop- 
ed the house would correet him. It was of much more impor- 
tance that the house should be correct, than the speaker; and he 
trusted that no gentleman would be restrained by any feeling ot 
delicacy towards lim, from voting conscientiously on the question. 


Mr. Haile moved that the house do now adjourn. 
Mr Pearce asked for the ayes and noes on this ques- 


tion but subsequently withdrew his call, and the mo- 
tion was rejected. Ayes 51. 


————, 


"he qnestion was then taken, “shali the decision 
of the chair stand as the opinion of the house?” when 
there appeared— 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, of N. ¥. Addams, of Penn. Allen, of 
Mass. Bailey. Badger, Baldwin, Bartlett, Bartley, Barber, of Con. 
Beecher, Boon, Brown, Buckner, Burges, Campbell, Cassedy, 
Clarke, Cook, Crowninshield. Davis, Deitz. Dorsey, Dwight, East- 
man, Edwards, of Pa. Edwards, of N. C. Everett. Findlay, of Pa. 
Forward, Fosdick, Garnsey, Garrison, Hallock, Harris, Harvey, 
Hasbrouck, Hayden, Healy, Henry, Herrick, Hobart, Hugunin, 
Humphrey, Ingersoll, Jennings, of Ind. Johnson, of Ky. Kellogg, 
Kidder, Kr bs Lathrop, Lawrenee, L: teher. Little, Locke, Loug, 
Mallary, Markell, Markicy, Martindale, Mattocks, Meckean, 
McLean, of Ohio, Me Matus, Mecch, Mercer, Merwin, of Conn. 
Metealfe, Mitler. of N.Y. Miner, Jas 8. Mitebell, Newton, O'Brien, 
Orr, Pearee, Phelps Plumer, Porter, Reed, Rose, Ross, Sands, 
Sawyer, Seott, Shannon, Sill, Sloane Sprague, Stewart, Storrs, 
Strong, Swan, Test, Tomlinson, Trimble, ‘Tucker, of N. J. Van 
Horne, Vance, Varnum, Vinton, Wales, Ward, We!ster, Whipple, 
White, Whittemore, Whittlesey, James Wilson, Wilson, of Ohio, 
Wood, of N. Y. Woods of Ohio, Wright, Wurtz, Young—1i3- 

NAYS— Messrs. Alexander, of Va. Alexander, of ‘Ten. Allen, of 
Tenn. Alston, Anderson, Angel, Archcr, Armstrong, Ashley, 
Barbour, Va. Barringer, Bassett, Baylies, Blair, Brent, Bryan, 
Buchanan, Burlcigh,Cambreleng, Carson, Carter, Cary, Claiborne, 
Cock:, Conner, Crump, Davenport, Drayton, Estill, Fiudlay, of 
Ohio Floyd, Forsyth, Garnett, Govan, Gurley, Haile, Hamiiton, 
Haynes, Hines, Hoffman, Holcombe, Holmes, Houston, Ingham, 
Isacks, Johnson, of N Y. Jubnson, of Va Kerr, Kittera, Kremer, 
Lecompte, Livingston. Marable, Mervin, of N. ¥. McCoy, McDuffie, 
McHatton, MeKee, McLane, of Del. McNeill, Mersiwether, Miller, 
of Pa. John Mitchell, Mitehell,of Md. Mitchell. of Tenn. Moore, 
of Ky Muvorc,of Ala. Owen, Peter, Polk, Powell, Ripiey, Rives, 
Sauiders, Smith, Stevenson, of Pa. Stevenson, of Va. Laliaferro, 
Taylor, of Va. Thompson. of Geo. Thompson, of Ohio, Trezvant, 
Tucker, of SC. Verplauck, Weems, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson, 
ot S C. Wolf, Worthington—91. 


The question was then taken, ‘‘shall the main ques- 
tion be now put?” on which the ayes and noes had 
been ordered, when there appeared— 

Yeas 103—nays 95. 
So the house decided that the main question should 


| be now put. 


On the main question, being the engrossment of 
the bill, the ayes and noes were ordered. 

Mr. Carson then moved tha the house do now ad- 
journ, but the motion was negatived. 


The question was then put, shall the bill be engrossed for a third 
reading, and decided as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Adams, N. Y. Allen, Mass, Angel, Bailey, Bad- 
ger, Baldwin, Bartlett, Bartley, Barber, Con. Barney, Beecher, 
Brown, Burleigh, Burges, Campbel!, Cassedy, Clarke, Condict, 
Crowninshicld, Davis, Deitz, Dwight, Eastman, Edwards, Pa. 
Everett, Findlay, Pa. Findly, O. Forward, Fosdick, Garnsey, Gar- 
rison, Hailock. Harris, Harvey, Hasbrouck, Hayden, Healy, Henry, 
Hobart, Holcombe, Hugunin, Humphrey, Ingersol, Jobnson, Va. 
Johnson Ky. Kellogg, Kidder, Krebs, Lathrop, Lawrence, Little, 
Locke, Mallary, Markell, Markley, Martindale, Marvin, N. Y. 
Mattocks, MeKean, McLean, 0. McManus, Meech, Merwin, Con. 
Metcalfe, Miller, N. Y. Miller, Pa. Miner, Jas. S. Mitchell, John 
Mitchell, Orr, Pearce, Phelps. Plumer, Porter, Reed, Rose, Ross, 
Sands, Scott, Shannon, Sill, Sloane, Sprague, Stewart, Storrs, 
Strong, Swan, ‘Test, Tomlinson, ‘Trimble, Tucker, N. J. Van Horn, 
Vance, Varnum, Vinton, Wales, Ward, Webster, Whipple. White, 
Whitt more, Whittlescy, James Wilson, Wilson, O. Wolf, Wood, 
N. ¥ Woods, O Wright—108. 


NAYS—Messrs. Addams, Pa. Alexander, Va. Alexander, Tenn. 
Allen, Tenn. Alston, Anderson, Archer, Armstrong, Ashley, Bar- 
bour, Va. Barringer, Bassett, Baylies, Blair, Boon, Brent, Bryan, 
Bachanan, Buckner, Cambreleng, Carson, Carter, Cary, Clai- 
borne, Cocke, Conner, Cook, Crump, Davenport, Dorsey, Dray- 
ton, Edwards, N. C. Estill, Floyd, Forsyth, Garnett, Gist, Go- 
van, Gurley, Haile, Hamilton, Haynes, Herrick, Hines, Hotfman; 
Holmes, Houston, Ingham, Isaacs, Jennings, Ind. Johnson, N. Y. 
Kerr, Kittera, Kremer, Lecompt, Letcher, Livingston, Long, Ma- 
rable, McCoy, MeDuftie, McHatton, McKee, McLane, Del. MeNeiil, 
Mercer, Merriwether, Mitchell, S. C. Mitchell, Tenn. Moore, of 
Ky. Moore, Alab. Newton, O’Brien, Owen, Peer, Poik, Powell, 
Ripley, Rives, Saunders, Sawyer, Smith, Stevenson, Va. Taliafer- 
ro, Taylor, Va. Thompson, Geo. Thompson, O. Trezvant, Tuck- 
er, S. C. Verplanck, Weems, Wicklitle, Williams, Wilson, 5. C. 
Worthington, Wurtz, Young—99. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time. 


It was then moved that the bill be read a third 
time to-morrow. Monday was also moved. The 


question was first put on Monday, when there ap- 
peared—ayes 67, noes 99. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time to-morrow. 

The house then adjourned at half past 6 o’clock. 

[The following is the form of the billas ordered 





‘to be engrossed for a third reading:} 
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“A bill for the alteration of the acts imposing duties on imports. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States of Ameriea in congress assembled, That, from 
and after the first day of August, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-seven, in lieu of the duties new a by’ law, on the- 
manufactured articles hereafter mentioned, imported into the 
United States, there shall be charged and paid, the dugies charge- 
able thereon, in the following manner: . 

First. All manufactures of wool, or of which wool is a com 
ponent part, except worsted stuff goods, and blankets, whose ac- 
tual vaiue at the place whence imported, shall not exceed forty 
cents per square yard, shall be deemed and taken to have cost 
forty cents the square yard, and be charged with the preseat duty 
a@ordingly. , 

Second, All manufactures of wool, or of which wool is a com- 
ponent part,except worsted stuff goods and blankets, whose actual 
value at the place whence imported, shall exceed forty cents the 
square yard, and shall not exceed one dollar and fifty cents the 
square yard, shall be taken and deemed to have cost one dollar 
and fifty cents the square yard, and be charged with the present 
duty accordingly. 

Third. All manufactures of wool, or of which wool shall be a 
component part, except worsted stuff goods and blankets, whose 
actual value at the place whence imported shail exceed one dollar 
ami fifty cents the square yard, and shall not exceed two dollars 
and fitty cents the square yard, shall be taken and deemed to have 
cost two dollars and fifty cents the square yard, and charged with 
the present duty accordingly. 

Fourth. All manufactures of wool, or of which wool is a 
component part, worsted stuff goods and blankets excepted, 
whose actual value at the place whence imported shall exceed two 
dollars and fifty cents the square yard, and shall not exceed four 
dollars the ve yard, shall be taken and deemed to have cost 
four dollars the square yard, and charged with the present duty 
accordingly. 


Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That all unmanufactured wool 
now chargeable with a duty of thirty per cent. ad-valorem, shall, 
from and after the first day of June, exghteen hundred and twenty- 
eight, be charged with a duty of thirty-five per cent. ad valorem? 
and, from and after the first day of June, eighteen bundred and 
twenty-nine, be charged with a duty of ferty per cent ad valorem; 
and all wool unmanufactured, whose actual value at the place 
whence imported, shall exceed ten cents per pound, and not ex- 
ceed forty cents per pound shall be deemed and taken to have 
cost forty cents per pound, and be charged with duty as in this 
section before provided. 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all imported wool_on 
the skin, shall be chargeable with a duty of thirty per cent. ad 
valorem, including the value of the skin, until the firstday of Au- 

ust, eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, when a daty of thirty- 
es per cent, ad valorem shall be charged aud paid until the first 
day of August, eighteen huadred and yrs ots after which 
there shall be charged and paid on the same, a duty of forty per 
cent. ad valorem.” 

Friday, Feb. 9. After other business—the debate 
on Mr. Saunder’s resolution was resumed—Mr. Dor- 
sey resumed his remarks, and before he had concluded, 
the hour allotted to resolutions expired, though a mo- 
tion to suspend the rule was made by Mr. Houston 
and failed—ayes 70, noes 82. 


A similar message to that recorded in the proceed. 
ings of the senate, relative to the disputes between 
Georgia and the Creek Indians, being received—af- 
ter much conversation, on the motion of Mr. HWebster, 
it was referred to a select committee of seven mem- 
bers. 


Mr. Thompson, of Georgia, then rose to submit a 
motion, which he begged of the chair to consider not 
as intended to show any want of confidence in the 
chair. He made it with all deference to the chair 
and tothe house. But the subject was of such great 
importance, not only to the state of Georgia, but to 
the United States, that he was persuaded, and he 
thought the speaker would also be persuaded, on re- 
flection, thatit would be better to free the chair from 
the difficulty of appointing the commiitee on this 
case. He repeated that he intended no disrespect to 
the chair, when he moved, as he now did, that the 
select committee should be appointed by ballot. 


Mr. Vance expressed his regret that the time of the 
house should be taken up ov this question. He 
would prefer that an appropriation snould be at 
once made. On this question, however, he asked for 
the ayes and noes. 


A sufficient number rising in the affirmative, the 
ayes and nots were ordered. 

The question was then taken by ayes and noes, 
wheb there appeared—aves 90, noes 101. 





| Wedo not think it necessary to give the yeas and 
nays. Questions of order were started which it is 
needless to detail.] 

So the motion was rejected, and the message or- 
dered to be printed. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the department of war, transmitting a re- 
port from the engineer department, in relation to 
the contemplated fortification of Pensacola harbor; 
which was referred to the committee of ways and 
means, and ordered to be printed. 

Several other papers were submitted. A num- 
ber of private bills were then read and committed, &c. 

The bill respecting wool and woollen manufac- 
tures was passed over by the press of other business. 
Adjourned. 


Saturday, Feb. 10. Mr. Vance, from the committee 
on military affairs, reported ‘‘a bill to provide sys- 
tems of cavalry, artillery and infantry exercise, for 
the use of the militia of the United States,” which 
was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Forsyth, the resoiutions of the 
state of Georgia, on the subject of the Creek In- 
dians, were sentto the select committee ordered on 
the subject. 

The bill making alteration in the acts imposing du- 
tics on imports, was read athird time. 

Mr. Cambreleng then addressed the house at some 
length, in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Buchanan then made a motion to recommit the 
bill to the committee of domestic manufactures, with 
instructions so to amend the same, as to make the du- 
ties on the importation of foreign woollen goods and 
foreign wool commence at the same time; and to 
make the duties the same on foreign wool whether 
imported upon the skin or not; also to increase the 
}duty on the importation of foreign spirits not less than 
ten cents per gallon; and also to increase the duty on 
the importation of foreign hemp not less than five 
dollars per ton. 

Mr. Lawrence then spoke in favor of the bill, and 
was succeeded by Mr. Buchanan, J. S. Stevenson and 
Mr. Wurts against the bill, and Mr. Miner and Mr. 
Stewart in its favor. 

Mr. Cook then moved to lay the bill on the table. 
with a view to test the opinion of the house asto the 
passage of the bill; and further with a view to move 
ihe previous question, after his first motion should 
have been disposed of: and, on his motion, he asked 
for the ayes and noes, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken by ayes and noes, 
when there appeared— 

Ayes 84—noes 109. 

Mr. Jngham then spoke at some length in opposition 
to the bill; and when he concluded, several gentlemen 
rising atthe same time, among whom were Mr. Hamil- 
ton and Mr. Bartlett, the speaker decided that the 
latter was entitled to the floor. 

From this decision, Mr. /Jamilton appealed to the 
house; but the decision of the speaker was sustained. 
Ayes 106—noes 57. 

While this question was pending, Mr. McDuffie de- 
manded tellers, but withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Mitchell, of Tennessee, moved that the house 
do now adjourn; but the motion was pronounced to 
be out of order, the house having just decided that 
Mr. Bartlett was entitled to the floor 

Mr. Bartlett then stated thatonly three weeks re- 
mained of the session to act on all the important busi- 
ness Which was now before it. He had contributed no 
more towards the consumption of time, during the dis- 
cussion of the bill, than was required to record his 
votes among the ayes and noes. He would new submit 
a motion, the result of which wouid show whether the 
house was disposed to hear any further discussion of 
the Sill or not. If it was, the motion would be negativ- 
‘ed; but if the motion should prevail, it would be evs 
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dence that the discussion had been sufficiently pro- 
tracted. With a view to bring this matter to a test, 
he called for the previous question; which call was 
seconded—ayes 97, noes 85. 

Mr. Mitchell, of Tennessee, renewed the motion 
to adjourn. 

Mr. Hamilton asked for the ayes and nocs on the 
question; and the ayes an noes were ordered. The 
question was then taken by ayesand noes; when there 
appeared— 

Ayes 91—noes 109. 

The question then pending being, ‘‘shall the main 
question be now put?”—Mr. Edwards, of North Caro- 
lina, asked for the ayes and noes on this question, 
and a sufficient number rising in the affirmative, the 
ayes and noes were ordered— 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
affrmative—ayes 102—noes 98. 

So the house resolved that the main question should 
be now put. The main question being the passage of 
the bill-- 

Mr. Cambreleng made an unsuccessful motion to 
adjourn. Ayes 8l—noes 105. 


The ayes and nays were then ordered on the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

The final question was then taken, when there ap- 
peared— 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, N. Y. Allen, Mass. Angel, Bailey, Bad- 
ger, Baldwin, Bartlett, Bartley, Barber, Conn. Barney, Beecher, 
Hrown, Burleigh, Burges, Campbell, Cassedy, Clarke, Coudict, 
Crowninshield, Davis, Deitz, Dwight, Eastmayw, Edwards, of Pa. 
Everett, Findlay, of Penn. Findlay, of Ohio, Forward, Fosdick, 
Garnsey, Garrison, Hallock, Harris, Harvey, Hasbrouck, Hayden, 
Healey, Henry, Hobart, Holcombe, Hugunin, Humphrey, Inger- 
soll, Johnson, of Va. Johnson, of Ken. Kellogg, Kidder, Krebs, 
Lathrop, Lawrence, Little, Locke, MaWary, Markell, Markiey, 
Martindale, Marvin, of N. Y. Mattocks, McKean, McLane, of Ohio, 
McManus, Meech, Merwin, of Conn. Metcaife, Miller, of N. Y. 
Miner, James S. Mitchell, John Mitchell, Orr, Pearce, Phelps, 
Plumer, Porter, Reed, Rose, Ross, Sands, Sestt, Shannon, Sill, 
Sloan, Sprague, Stewart, Storrs. Strong, Swan, Test, ‘Tomlinson, 
Tucker, of N. J. Van Horne, Vance, Varnum, Vinton, Wales, 
Ward, Webster, Whipple, Waite, Whittemore, Whittlesey, James 
Wilson, Wilson, of Ohio, Wolf, Wuod, of N. Y. Woods, of Ohio, 
Wright—106. 

NAYS—Meessrs. Addams, of Pa. Alexander. of Va. Alexander, of 
Ten. Alston, Anderson, Archer, Armstrong, Ashley, Barbour, of 
Va. Barringer, Bassett, Baylies, Blair, Boon, Brent, Bryan, Buely 
anan, Buckner, Cambreleng, Carson, Carter, Cary, Claiborne, 
Cocke, Conner, Cook, Crump, Davenport, Drayton, Edwards, of 
North Carolina, Floyd, Forsyth, Garnett, Gist, Govan, Gurley, 
Haile, Hamilton, Haynes, Herrick, Hines. Hoffman, Holmes, 
Houston, Ingham, Isacks, Jennings, of lud. Johnson, of N. Y. 
Kerr, Kittera, Kremer, Lecompte, Letcher, Livingston, Long, Ma- 
rable, McCoy, McDuffie, MeHatton, McKee, McLane, of Del. 
MeNeill, Mercer, Merriwether, Mitchell, of Md. Mitchell, of S. C. 
Mitchell, of Tenn. Moore, of Ky. Moore, of Ala. Newton, O’ Brien, 
Owen, Peter, Polk, Ripley, Rives, Saunders, Sawyer, Smith, Ste- 
venson, of Penn. Stevenson, of Virginia, Taliaferro, Laylor, of Va. 
‘Yhompson, of Geo. Thompson, of Ohio, Trezvant, Tucker, of 
S. C. Verplanck, Weems, Wickliffe, Williams, Wilson, of S. C. 
Wurts, Young—95. : 

So the bill was passed, and the house adjourned. 


The following gentlemen compose the committee 
to whom the president’s message is referred: 
Mr. Everett, Mr. Powell, Mr. Cocke, Mr. Drayton, Mr. 
Whittlesey, Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Buckner. 


Monday, Feb. 12. A great number of petitions 
were presented this day; 

The memorial presented by Mr. Barney, was from 
eitizens of Baltimore, on the subject of the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, and appeared 
io be about four or five yards in length. On amo- 
tion to print the memorial some discussions ensued 
between Messrs. McDuffie, Barney, and Dorsey, after 
which ‘he questiou to print was putand negatived. 





Mr. Dwight, from the committee of ways and means, 
reported the bill from the senate entitled an act in 
addition to an actto fix and regulate thw compensa- 
tion of clerks; which was committed to the commit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Vomlinson, from the joint committee, appoint- 
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The joint committee of the two houses of congress 
appointed to report what subjects it is necessary to 
act upon at the present session, and in what order it 
is expedient to take such subjects into consideration, 
report in part, and recommend, that the following 
bills of public nature, originating, and now pending 
in the house of representatives, have precedence, in 
the order of business in that house, and that they be 
acted upon and disposed of in the order herein after 
mentioned, viz. 

354. A bill to authorize an exchange of stock bear- 
ing an interest of 5 per cent, to an amount of sixteen 
millions of dollars, for certain stocks of 6 per cent. 
352. A bill to exempt Swedish and Norwegian ves- 
sels and cargoes from discriminating duties. 

225 A bill to refund duties paid on vessels and 
cargoes from Hamburg. 

367. A bill making appropriations for the support 
of government for 1827. 

372. A bill making appropriations for the military 
service for 1827. 

413. A bill making appropriations for the support 
of the navy fer 1827. 

385. A biJl making appropriations for certain fot- 
tifications for 1827. 

394. A bill for erecting and completing certain 
barracks, storehouses, &e. 

428. A bill for erecting and completing certain pub- 
lic buiklings. 

368. A bill making appropriations for the Indian 
department for 1827. 


Mr. Tomliuson then moved the following order; 
which was agreed to. 

Ordered, That the orders of the day in committee of the whole 
house, be arranged in the manner recommended by tlre joint com- 
mittee appointed te report what business it is necessary to act upon 
at the present session. 

The following resolution, offered by Mr. Saunders, 
was taken up: 

Resolved, That the secretary of state communicate to the house 
a list of each newspaper in each of the states, in which the laws 
of congress were directed to be published in the years 1825 and 
1526; also, a list of such in which the laws @re directed to be pub- 
lished in 1827, designating the changes which have been made, 
and the reasons fur each change. 


The question being on the motion of Mr. Wright, 
to strike out the words ‘‘and the causes for the same.” 

Mr. Hobart moved to lay the resolution on the ta- 
ble; on this motion Mr. Saunders demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, after a few words 
from Mr. Houston and Mr. Anderson, which were 
pronounced to be out of order, when there appeared; 
ayes 44, noes 117. 

Mr. Dorsey then resumed the discussion of the re- 
solution, and continued for some time, when, owing 
to indisposition he cut short his remarks. 

Mr. Saunders then rose and expressed a desire to 
speak in reply, but as the hour had so nearly expired, 
he expressed a hope that the house would indulge 
him, by allowing him to take up the subject to-mor- 
row. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of the treasury relative to certain balances, 
on account of the old internal revenue and direct 
taxes, &c. which was ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. Van Rensselaer, it was 

Resolved, ‘That this house will on Thursday next proceed to the 
election of a printer for the 20th congress, and that it shall be 
necessary to allow a majority of the ballots which may be given, 
to constitute an election. 


Mr. Adams, of N. Y. offered the following resolu- 
tion; which lies one day on the table: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to cause to be furnished to this house, so far as may be, a list of the 
naines of officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army who, by 
their enlistment, were entitled to bounty lands, and who have not 
themselves, or by their heirs or legal representatives, received said 


ed to select such business as shall be acted on this} bounty lands; to what lines they severally belonged, and the states 


or territories where the said lands were to be situated according to 





session, made a report in part which was laid on the 
tahle 


the arrangements of the government at the time, or subsequent to 
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On motion of Mr. Everett, the following resolution, 
offered by Mr. Forsyth, was read a second time, and 
referred to the select committee appointed on the 
subject: 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the Uni- 
ted States of America in congress assembled, Vhat the sum of 
doliars, to be paid out of any movcy in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, be, under the direction of the presideut 
of the United States, distributed among the Creek Indians, as a 
full indemnity for their claims to hunt upon, or im any other 
manuer use, the strip of land iying between the Chatahocchie ;i- 
ver and the dividing line between the states of Georgia and Ala- 
bama, which said landis to be subject to the undisturbed occupa- 
tion of the citizens of Georgia, under the laws of that state. 


Tine speaker laid before the house a report from the 
postmaster general, on the subject of the survey of a 
road from Baitimore to Philadelphia; which was laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

The speaker also laid before the house areport from 
the secretary of state, the secretary of war, and the 
attorney general, relative to the improvements of the 
hail of representatives; which was reterred to the 
commtee on public buildings, and ordered to be 
printed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas Jeffer- 
son was read a third time and passed. 

A biil to authorize the state of Illinois to sell and 
convey a part of the jand reserved and granted to said 
state for the use of the Ohio Saline, was read a third 
time and passed 

The house then took up the orders of the day in the 
order made by the joint committee. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, the house then resolved it- 
seif into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, Mr. Buchanan in the chair. 

The committee then took up the bill authorizing 
the secretary of the treasury to exchange certain 
stock bearing an interest of five per cent for certain 
stock bearing an interest of six per cent 

The question being on the amendment offered by 
Mr. Verplanck—which after debate, was put and nega- 
lived. 

Mr. Cambreleng then rose and said, that it was not 
to be expected that an exchange of stock could be 
effected so as to place im the treasury any thing like 
the sixteen miilions which the bili provided to ex 
change. He moved, therefore, to strike out sixteen 
millions and insert twenty millions. 

The motion was negatived by a great majority. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill. 

Qa motion of Mr. Forsyth, the house then adjourn- 
ed—ayes 60, noes 55. 

Tuesdau, Feb. 13. On motion of Mr. Owen, the ju 
diciary committee was discharged from the further 
consideration of the charges preferred by John Wii- 
son, against the commissioner of the generai land of- 
fice, which were referred to the Cominittee on public 
lands. at ees 

Mr. Kerr, from the committee on the judiciary, 
which was instructed on the 29th of December last to 
inquire whether any provision is necessary to carry 
into effect the 9th article of the Florida treaty, and 
further into the propriety of extending the provisious 
of the act of the 3d March 1823, to the ciaims legi- 
timaiely embraced in said treaty, made a report stat- 
ing that it is notin the power of the commiitee at this 
session of congress to enter into a satisfactory eXa- 
mination of the subject, and asking to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the inquiry. 

On motion ot Mr. Everett, the select committee ap 
pointed on the subject of the Georgia controvery, had 
Jeave to sit during the session of the house, — 

Mr. Wright, from the committee of inquiry into the 
official conduct of the present vice president, when 
secretary of war, made the following report: 

The select committee, to whom was referred the 
communication of the vice pres:dent, of the 29th 
December last, respectfully report: 

That immediately after they assembled, they in 








formed the vice president of iheir being organized, | among other things, the following assertion: ‘‘and I 
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and of their readiuess to receive any communication 
which he might see fitto make On the receipt of his 
reply, dated the 3d of January, and which accom- 
panies this report, Mr. McDuffie as the friend and 
representative of the vice president, was admitted 
before the committee, and attended throughout the 
examination which followed. 


The first object of inquiry, in proceeding to busi- 
ness was, to ascertain whether any charges against 
the vice president had been placed among the public 
records of the war department. And, after an exa- 
mination on this point, the committee became satis- 
fied that no such charges were, or had been, among 
the records or papers of that department. But, as 
the letter from Elijah Mix, addressed to major Sater- 
lee Clark, under the name of ‘‘Hancuck,” had been 
published in the Alexandria Phenix Gazette, of the 
28th December, which publication the vice president 
had particularly referred to, in his note to the com- 
mittee, they felt bound to examine fully and freely 
into the truth or falsity of the matters contained in 
that letter. 

From the nature of the duties imposed upon a com- 
mittee of inquiry, especially when connected with 
the distinct wish, as expressed by the vice president in 
the present instance, for the ‘freest investigation,” 
it has been impossible for the committee to give to 
their proceedings the connexion and conciseness inci- 
dent totrials, when the testimony is ascertained and 
arranged before it is presented They have, however, 
diligently applied themseives to the subject referrod 
to them, and after a long and laborious examination, 
they are unanimously of the opinion, that there are 
no facts which will authorize the belief, or even sus- 
picion, that the vice president was ever interested, 
or that he participated, directly or indirectly, in the 
profits of any contract formed with the government 
through the department of war, while he was en- 
trusted with the discharge of its duties, or at any 
other time. 

They are also of opinion that the conduct of Mr. 
Barbour, the present secretary of war, in regard to 
the letter of E. Mix, is not, in the slightest degree 
deserving of censure. The accusation contained in 
the letter was regarded by him as a base calumny 
upon the vice president, penned by a man wholly 
unworthy of notice; and the committee have no rea- 
son to believe that the supposed truth of that accusa- 
tion was at any time the basis of any act of the war 
department The publication of the letter appears to 
have been produced as follows: 

In the month of December last, Howes Goldsbo- 
rough and Elijah Mix were competitors for a contract 
with the war department: Goldsborough, soon after 
his arrival in Washington, obtained from mayor S. 
Clark a copy of the letter, with a view to use the 
same against Mix, should he find it necessary. From 
this copy a transcript was obtained by Wm. F. Thorn- 
ton, the junior editor of the Phoenix Gazette, on the 
27th December, which he published the next morn- 
ning in that paper, accompanied by his editorial re- 
marks. in this publication Mr. Barbour had no agen- 
cy, either direct or indirect. When he heard that 
the letter had been made public, he requested col. 
R. M. Johnson, of the senate, to call upon the vice 
president as a mutual friend, and inform him of the 
manner in which the letter had come to his, (Mr. 
Barbour’s), hands, and that the same had been subse- 
quently transmittted through the post office, in an 
envelope to major Clark, to whom it belonged. This 
information was given by col. Johnson to the vice 
president, in the morning of the 29th of December, 
just before he transmitted his communication to the 
house. 

The letter to ‘‘Hancock,” as published, and to 
which the vice president had referred, contained, 
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have written letters, of Vandeventer’s, which most 
positively mention that he, (meaning Mr. Calhoun), 
was engaged , and received some portion of the con- 
tract.” As such letters, if they existed might lead 
to further evidence, and be important to aid the com- 
mittee in their inquiries, they thought proper, in the 
early stage of their proceedings, to issue a subpoena 
both for Mix and Vandeventer, with the clause there- 
in contained, commanding them to produce any pa- 
pers in their possession, tending to prove the accusa- 
tion which Mix had made in his letter to Hancock. 
In obedience to this summons, the witnesses appear- 
ed, and Mix having been first called upon to testify, 
produced, during his examination, the letters from 
major Vandeventer, dated August 7th, 1818, Septem. 
ber 10th, 1818, July 8th, 1820, March 24th, 1821, and 
the letter from col W. K. Armistead, dated March 
e4th, 1821. On his second examination, he produc- 
ed the letters from major Vandeventer, dated Au- 
gust 2d, 1818, September 19th, 1518, and October 
17th, 1820. When it was perceived that, in one of 
the letters of major Vandeveuter, to wit, the one 
dated the 7th of August, 1818, and to which they 
here particularly refer, allusion was made to a part- 
ner in the contract, whose name was to have been 
kept secret, they felt it tobe their duty to discover, 
if they could, who this secret partner was, or, atany 
rate, to push the inquiry so far as to leave no room 
for suspicion that the vice president was the person 
alluded to. This branch of the subject has been the 
principle cause of their consuming so much time in 
the investigation; they found that they were here led 
into a wider field than could have been at first anti- 
cipated, and that it was necessary, on order to get a 
full view, of the whole ground, to go throughly into 
the origin and history of what is commonly called 
the Mix contract. The letters of major Vandeven- 
ter, above referred to, appear to relate principally to 
the private and confidential transactions between 
him and E. Mix, in regard to the contract, and there 
is no reason to believe or presume, that the vice pre 
sident was ever made acquainted with their con- 
tents. The letter from col. Armistead, written while 
he was at the head of the engineer department, al- 
though it wears the appearance of an official paper, 
and was improperly intended, as the committee be- 
lieve, to bring the weight of official influence to bear 
upon the private transactions between Vandeventer 
and Mix, was not written with thesanction or know- 
ledge of the vice president, and no copy of it was 
ever entered in the letter book of the department. 


The committee will here remark, that they place 
no reliance whatever on the testimony of Elijah Mix. 
From the self contradictions, apparent on the face of 
his testimony, and which it is unnecessary here tore- 
capitulate, aside from the infamy attached to his cha- 
racter, the committee were satisfied that he ought 
not to be believedon his oath. The letters however, 
just referred to, and produced by him during his ex- 
amination, do not rest for their authenticity on his 
testimony. Those from major Vandeventer, except- 
ing such parts as had been defaced or obliterated, 
were acknowledged by major Vandeventer himself to 
be genuine; and he was requested in every instance, 
to state, with the letters before him, what names or 
words had occupied the obliterated places, when the 
jetters were written. The letter from colonel Armis- 
tead was also acknowledged by that officer to be ge- 
nuine. But the three papers purporting to be copies 
or the substance of a letter from major Vandeventer 
to Mr. Calhoun, rest for their authenticity on the un- 
supported testimony of E, Mix, and are regarded by 
the committee as having been fabricated by him. 
They are also of cpinion that the words or names de. 





venter, the admitted author of the letters, or from 
any other source, what the words or names were, 
which have been thus obliterated. 

The offer for the contract appears to have been 
made by E. Mix, on the 23d of July, 1818, and pro- 
poses to deliver at Old Point Comfort, ‘from one 
to one hundred and fifty thousand perches of stone, 
at three dollars per perch.” The contract, as fur- 
nished from the war department, bears date the 25th 
of July, 1818. It stipulates for the delivery of one 
hundred and fifty thousand perches of stone, at three 
dollars per perch—is drawn up in the hand writing 
of major Vandeventer, and by him alone witnessed, 
and is signed by general Joseph G. Swift, then chief 
engineer, and by Elijah Mix. Although Mix here 
appears to have been the only contractor, yet, from 
the evidence, there 1s reason to believe, that, at the 
time the contract was made, or soon after, and be- 
fore the execution of any valid bond for the perform- 
ance thereof, it was divided into shares, and that 
one fourth belonged to major Vandeventer, one 
fourth to Elijah Mix, one fourthto R. C. Jennings, 
and the remaining™fourth to a person whose name 
was not to have been mentioned. The title of Van- 
deventer to his fourth, at the time above referred to, 
appears to have rested on a verbal and confidential 
agreement between him and Mix, and so remained 
till the 24th of April, 1819, when he received a writ- 
ten bill of sale of one half of the whole contract. 
Howes Goldsborough & Co. subsequently became 
the owners of one fourth, by purchase from Samuel 
Cooper, who had previously purchased from major 
Vandeventer; and they (Goldsborough & Co.) were 
recognized at the war department, by the consent 
of E. Mix. expressed ina letter sent by him tothe 
secretary of war, and dated the 13th of April, 1821. 


The first bond, received at the engineer depart- 
ment, on the contract, is dated 5th of August, 1818, 
and describes the contract as having been made by 
Elijah Mix and George Cooper, for the delivery of one 
hundred thousand perches of stone, being fifty thou- 
sand less than Mix was entitled to deliver. This 
bond is signed by E. Mix and George Cooper, as 
contractors; and by Samuel Cooper and James Oak- 
ley, as sureties, the sureties were regularly approved 
by R Riker, recorder of the city of New York, as 
appears by his certificate following immediately after 
the signatures, and dated the same as the bond. It 
will be perceived, at once, that there is an obvious 
and fatal variance between this bond and the con- 
tract. In an official letter written from the engineer 
department, on the Lith day of August, 1818, to lieu- 
tenant George Blaney, and copied into the letter- 
book of that department, the contract is described 
as for one hundred thousand perches of stone. The 
language of the letter is as follows: ‘‘You will inform 
the agent that a contract has been made with captain 
E. Mix, to deliver, as soon as practicable, at the Rip 
Raps, one hundred thousand perch of stone.” 

In a subsequent letter, written to James Maurice, 
also copied into the same letter-book, and dated the 
2lstday of August, 1818, the contract is described 
as being for two hundred thousand perches. The 
language of this letter is as follows: ‘Mr. E. Mix 
will soon commence to deliver stone at the Rip Raps, 
under contract with this department, for two hun- 
dred thousand perch.” 

Some time after the delivery at the engineer de- 
partment of the first bond, but at what precise time 
does not appear, a new bond was given for the deli- 
very of one hundred and fifty thousand perches, 
describing the contract as made by E. Mix. This 
second bond is signed by E. Mix as contractor, and 
Samuel Cooper and James Oakley, as sureties—and 
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have been unable to ascertain when this second 
bond was received at the engineer department: 
though the impression of general Swift is, that it 
was received before he left the office, which was on 
the 11th of November, 1818. Major Vandeventer 
also expresses his belief, thatit was delivered during 
the fall of 1818. How far his testimony conflicts, if 
at all, with his letter to Mix, dated 18th of October, 
1820, in which he urges upon the latter to attend to 
“the bond,”’ the committee will not undertake to 
determine. 

The attention of general Swift was particularly 
directed, before the committee, to the discrepancies 
in the bonds, and also to the two Setters from the 
engineer department, in which the contract, is allud- 
edto. Theexplanation which he gives will be found 
‘in his testimony, to which the committee refers. 

During an investigation relative to this contract, by 
a committee of the house of representatives, in 1822, 
a copy of the bond was requested by that commit- 
tee. In answer to which, the engineer department 
furnished a copy of the second bopd, which had been 
substituted for the one first given—but, as there was 
no certificate of the recorder of New York, approv 
ing the sureties on the second bond, a copy of the 
certificate annexed to the cancelled bond, was made, 
and attached to the copy of the bond furnished. 
Capt. Smith, of the engineer department, who attest- 
ed these copies, has explained the cause of his certi- 
fying to this inaccuracy; and to his testimony, in that 
particular, the committee here refer. 

The question still remains; who was the secret 
partner? But the committee being entirely satisfied 
that the secret partner was not the vice president, 
which was the main question to be decided, will leave 
the conflicting testimony on the other point with 
the house, without attempting to decide upon its re- 
lative weight. 

On the 27th January, 1827, the committee closed 
the examination of witnesses on their part, except 
as to one or two who bad been summoned but had 
notattended. On that day the friend and represen- 
tative of the vice president, was advised that the 
committee had so closed their examination, and he 
was also informed by a member of the committee, 
in its presence, that the committee were unanimously 
of opinion that the vice president was innocent of 
the charge of having participated in any manner in 
in any contract made with the war department while 
he was secretary of war. The same day, at the in- 
stance of Mr. McDuffie, subpoenas were issued for 
witnesses to appear and testify on behalf of the vice 
president. On the 29th of January, the committee 
received from the friend and representative of the 
vice president, a paper protesting against the previous 
proceedings of the committee. Considering this pa- 
per as prepared and presented under the sanction of 
the high officer, in whose behalf it protests, the com- 
mittee bave deemed it their duty to transmit it to the 
house, but they forbear all comment on its contents. 

The committee submit herewith all the testimony 
they havereceived during the examination. 

The report was read by the clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, it was then ordered to 
lie on the table and be printed. 


Mr. Floyd then rose and made some remarks on the 
report, which he presumed would be considered as 
the report of the committee, inasmuch as it was the 
report of the majority of those who composed it. 
"The committee had been forty days engaged in deli- 
heration on this subject; and as far as he had been 
uble to understand the various testimony which had 
been produced, he himself had prepared a report 
which, however, did not appear to conform to the 
views of the committee. The report which had just 
been read, gave a coloring to the matter which he did 
not think the correct one. 


~ a 


sent to the consideration of the house the 
which he-had prepared. 

While he had the floor, and, as it was probably the 
last time this session that he would address the house, 
he would take occasion to say one word more. He 
went into the investigation of this subject with a view 
to do justice to all parties. During the investigation, 
however, the character of a man who stood in a two- 
fold situation—he alluded to Mix—had been so de- 
veloped as to display a greater degree of atrocity 
than had ever marked any individual since the days 
of Titus Oates. He would say one word more. Dur- 
ing those days when he himself had to bear his share 
of censure with others, who were called ruthless ra- 
dicals, he thought at that time as he thought now: 
that he disapproved of Yeliow Stone expeditions and 
of the systems of fortifications which was carrying 
on, a8 unnecessary expenditures: but, in justice to 
the officer who was at the head of the department, he 
would say that he had been of as much use to that 
department as any man in the U. States could have 
been. Before he came into it, the department was in 
a state of chaotic confusion: by the regulations he 
introduced, and the enforcing of the responsibility of 
officers, he had given to the department a symmetry 
which never belonged to it before. With these ob- 
servations, he would resume his seat,only asking leave 
to present the report which he held in his hand. 

The question being on leave-— 

Mr. Wright said he did not rise to oppose the res 
quest of the gentleman from Virginia for leave to 
present his report; but merely to say a word or two 
im objection to the report itself, which his colleague 
had prepared. The gentleman from’ Virginia haq@ 
said, that the report drawn up by a minority of the 
committee expressed, more fully and clearly, the ob- 
| jects of the inquiry than the other report did. 

Mr. Floyd explained. He had no wish to go into 
any controversy with the majority of the committee. 
What he said was, that he did not approve of the 
coloring given to the report; and he thought it was 
}due to the minority to allow them an opportunity to 
give their view of the matter. 

Mr. Wright resumed, It appeared then that the 
gentleman did not approve of the coloring given to 
the matter by the majority. Now it has been the 
endeavor of the majority studiously to avoid giving 
any coloring to the transactions which were not be- 
fore them: to guard against giving any opinion on 
matters which were not properly under their inves- 
tigation. It was not thought necessary by them to go 
into any details to prove the infamous character of 
Mix. It was sufficient for them to say, that he was 
infamous, and that he was regarded by the committee 
as not deserving of credit’ upon his oath. The ma- 
jority had differed in opinion with the gentleman 
from Virginia: they thought it was not necessary to 
have resort to hard words; but that it was sufficient 
to say that the testimony of Mix had no weight with 
them. Was it necessary to say more than this? If 
they expressed the opinion that he was too infamous 
a character to be believed, was it necessary to go 
into detail to show why they had come tothis conclu- 
siof? The committee were of opinion that such a 
course Was not necessary. One of the strongest ob- 
jections which he had to the report of the gentleman 
from Virginia, arose out of the adaption of this vio- 
lent phraseology, whicb he did not deem necessary. 


The report of Mr. Floyd was then received, and 
ordered to be laid on the table and printed. 
The following is Mr. Floyd’s report— 

The select cemmittee, to whom was referred the 
communication of the vice president of the 29th 
December last, have had the same under conside- 
ration, and report: 


report 
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consider the subject referred to them The first 
step which they thought it advisable to take, was, to 
inform the vice president that the committee was 
organized, and would receive any communication he 
might think proper to make. This was accordingly 
done on the 2d of January last; in reply to which the 
committee received a letter on the 3d, stating, that 
his communication to the house, of the 29th Decem- 
ber jast, would make known tothe committee his mo- 
tive for soliciting an inquiry; that he had nothing fur- 
ther to add than to reiterate his desire to have a full 
investigation; and that in order to avoid the inconve- 
nience and delay of communicating by letter, he had 
requested Mr. McDuffie to act as his friend before 
the committee. Upon the recepit of this letter, 
Mr. McDuflie was admitted accordingly. 

The committee then proceeded to inquire whether 
there were any charges on file in the department of 
war, or apy paper or document which went to show 
that the vice president had been, whilst secretary of 
that department, engaged in any contract, or in the 
profits of which he in any way participated. The 
result of this inquiry was, that there were no charges, 
or other evidences of any kind, against him. 

Yet, as a confidential letter, signed by E. Mix, and 
addressed to the author of ‘*Hancock,’ who was 
known to be major Satterlee Clark, a paymaster, who 
had been dismissed from the service whilst Mr. Cal 
houn was secretary of the department of war, for 
not settling his aecounts, as will be more distinctly 
seen by reference to the testimony of col. Towson, 
had appeared in one of the newspapers, printed in 
this district, and the vice president, in his communi- 
cation to the committee, of the 3d of January last, 
having referred to it, and desiring a full investigation, 
the committee feit it their duty to examine the whole | 
subject fully and freely, as containing the foundation 
of his letter to the house of representatives. 

From an inquiry into this subject, it was ascertain- 
ed by the committee, that Howes Goldsborough and 
Elijah Mix, were competitors for a contract with the 
government of the United States in December last— 
and, on Goldsborough arriving in this city, he pro. 
cured from major Satterlee Clarke, the author of the 
publications signed **Hancock,” a copy of the confi- 
dential Jetter from Mix to the author of Hancock, 
to be used, in depriving Mix of the contract, should 
he find it necessary. 

From this copy a transcript was taken by Wm. F. 
Thornton, the junior editor of the Phamx Gazette, 
and published by him in that paper the next day, 
which was the 28th of December last, accompanied 
with his editorial remarks.. 

This letter of Mix to the author of Harcock is an 
exhibit among the files of the committee, and was 
acknowledged by him to bein his own hand writting. 
The motives which induced him to make this commu- 
nication, he has himself developed. To extort mo- 
ney seems to have been his aim, without any scruples 
as to the means by which his object was to be accom- 
plished. 

roma view of the whole evidence on this part of 
the subject, the committee are unable to find any 
thing warranting the belief, that the officer at the 
head of the department of war, had any agency in 
the publication af this letter in the Phoenix Gazette. 


It is due, however, to Mr. Calhoun, that the com 
mittee should state, that his communication to the 
house of representatives was founded exclusively on 


the publication in the Pheonix Gazette, of the 28th of | were the words that have been erased. 


December, and that the facts assumed in that com- 
munication, viz: That the letter of Mix to the author 
of Hancock, had been made the basis of an official 
act, and would of course, be filed among the records 
of the department, were professediy stated: the first 
upon the authority of that paper, and the second as 


— 


In the early stage of this investigation, the com- 
mittee discovered, from the letter of major Vande- 
venter to E. Mix, dated the 7th of August, 1818, and 
to which they refer, that a person whose name was 
to have been kept secret, was interested in the con- 
tract, commonly called the Mix or Rip Rap contract. 
On making this discovery, the committee felt bound 
if possible, to bring to light this hidden associate: 
and in following up their inquiries, they have been 
led into a much wider field than could at first havg 
been anticipated. They have, in short, found it ne- 
ceasary to go thoroughly into the origin and history 
of the Rip Rap contract, which involved the necessity 
of summoning numerous witnesses, from distant 
parts, who were believed to possess knowledge of 
this contract; consequently requiring much time for 
their examination. : 

The committee are, however, unanimously of opin 
ion, that there is nothing in the evidence to warrant 
a belief, or even the slightest suspicion, that the vice 
president was interested in any contract made with 
the department of war, whilst he was entrusted with 
the discharge of its duties, or that be either directly 
or indirectly participated in the profits of any such 
contract, or, that he connived at such participation 
in any of his subordinate officers. 

From the prominent figure which Elijah Mix makes 
in this transaction throughout, occupying the two-fold 
attitude of an informer and a witness, seems to de- 
mand of the committee a direct expression of the 
opinion they have formed of his geveral character 
for veracity, as well asof the specifie opinion they 
have formed in relation to some of the most promi- 
nent parts of his testimony. 

On the subject of bis general character for veraci- 
ty, they have no hesitation in sayiug, that he is en- 
tirely destitute of the slightest claim to be believed 
upon his oath. 

They have come to this conclusion, not only from 
the testimony of respectable witnesses, going to es- 
tablish the general infamy of his character, but from 
the total disregard for truth which he manifested 
during the progress of his examination, and the nus 
merous contradictions in which he involved himself 
whilst giving in his testimony in the the presence of 
the committee. 

Without attempting to detail the numerous instan- 
ces in which it is apparent to the committee that he 
was sworn to wilful and deliberate falsehoods, they 
have confined themselves to those parts of his testi- 
mony which demands a separate and distinct conside- 
ration on other grounds. 

On his first examination, he produced a letter writ- 
teu by major Vandeventer to him, dated the 7th 
of August, 1818, commencing with the following mu- 
tilated sentence: ‘‘l am very sorry that the 
are concerned in the contract, will not agree, to ad- 
mit George on the terms you have stated.” 


The letter then goes onto state, that the writér 
(Vandeventer) had informed major Cooper, his fa- 
ther in-law, that there was one other person con- 
cerned in the contract, whose name ‘vas not to be 
mentioned; and the letter .seems to be designed to 
prevail upon Mr. Cooper to become one of the sure- 
ties for the fulfilment of the contract, without the 
condition on which it appears be was insisting, thac 
his son George should have one fourth of the con- 
tract. Mix states that this letter was obliterated 
when he received it, and that he does not know what 
The com- 
mittee are decidedly of opinion, that the erasure was 
made by Mix, for the purpose of throwing a mys- 
tery over the maiter, and of excitng suspicion that 
the person aliuded to in the part obliterated was Mr. 
Calhoun. 

That the obliteration was not made by the writer 
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rations. If he had been so desirous to conceal the 
words erased, the obvious and natural course would 
have been, to have omitted them altogether, instead 
of first writing them down, and then making an era- 
sure that rendered the sentence unintelligible. 

Another circumstance, that tends to satisfy the 
committee that the erasure was made by Mix, is, the 
manifest difference between the ink with which the 
letter is written, and that with which the erasure is 
made, and the equally striking resemblance between 
the ink used in making the erasure in question, and 
that used in making other erasures in the same letter 
which Mix acknowledges were written by himself. 
It is obvious to the committee, that the word “the” 
is left unobliterated immediately preceding the era- 
sure, ir order to raise a suspicion that the word *‘se- 
cretary” or ‘“‘secretary of war,” occupied the blotted 
space which followed: But, not understanding the 
rules of grammer, which otherwise, is an ingenious 
device, has left visible the words *“‘who are concern- 
ed,” immediately after the erasure; from which it is 
evident that the definite article preceding the erasure 
must have agreed, not with “secretary,” but with 
some common substantive in the plural number, such 
as ‘‘the other gentleman,” ‘“‘the rest of the gentle- 
men,” according to the explanation given by major 
Vandeventer. This explanation of the word oblite- 
rated, which is almost self-evident,conclusively shows, 
that Vandeventer could have no motive to make the 
obliteration, and as clearly shows the base motives 
by which Mix must have been actuated in making it. 
If, to these circumstances, we add the oath of major 
Vandeventer, that he did not make the erasure, the 
fact that Mix did, is established by a conclusive 
weight of evidence. 

On his first examination, Mix stated, that, pre- 
vious to the 13th of April, 1821, he presented to Mr. 
Calhoun, dmong other papers explanatory of his 
claims, a letter from major Vandeventer to him, 


(Mix), written whilst they were both in the city of 


New York, dated tbe Ist of April, 1821, and contain- 
ing a copy of a confidential letter which Vandeventer 
had that morning written, from New York, to Mr 
Calhoun. In the first instance Mix stated to the 
committee, that he could not recollect the contents 
of the confidential letter, farther than that it inform- 
ed Mr Calboun that Mix had been brought to terms, 
and would consent to the transfer to Goldsborough. 


He afterwards, during the same examination, stat- 
ed that it contained something about Vandeventer’s 
going abroad upon a foreign mission. A member of 
the committee perceiving that he had a paper in his 
hand, to which he occasionally referred, asked if that 
was a copy of the letter in question. He said that 
it was not a correct copy, but that he had two others 
at home, one of which was correct, or nearly so. 
On being requested to give up the paper he held in 
his hand, he refused, stating that it was too incorrect 
tobe exhibited as acopy. The next day he produc- 
ed the two other alleged copies together with the one 
he had refused to give up the day before. On being 
asked which cf. the three was the most correct Copy, 
he said that he could not tell, but stated that they 
were all copies from the original while it was in his 
possession. He now stated that he lost the letter in 


the department of war five or six months or a year | 


before Mr. Calhoun left it. 

He further stated, that Mr. Calhoun in the pre- 
sence of gen. Macomb and capt. Smith, of the engi. 
neer corps, took the bundle of papers, laid them on 
his table before him, and said he would attend to 
them. That he (Mix) retired, but returned in from five 
to ten minutes, and wrote anote to Mr. Calhvun from 
the audience room, requesting either to sce him or 
have his papers returned. That the bundle was pre 
sented to him by the messenger, and, on examiuing 


it, he perceived that the letter of tie Ist of April, | 
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1821, was missing; that he immediately went into Mr, 
Calhoun’s room and stated the fact that a paper was 
missing, upon which Mr. Calhoun called major Van- 
deventer, and asked him if he knew any thing of it 
—major Vandeventer answered promptly, no: and 
Mr. Calhoun looking sternly, first at Vandeventer, 
and then at Mix, said he knew nothing of it. On ex. 
amining the three copies, they are all found to agree 
tolerably well in substance, but differ both in the 
arrangement and construction of the sentences, and 
in the words used to express the same idea. The 
composition is evidently that of an illiterate man, 
who does not understand the rules of grammatical 
construction. 

Major Vandeventer denies, unequivocally, that ke 
ever wrote such a letter to Mr. Calhoun, and also 
states, that on the occasion alluded to by Mix, when 
he states the loss of the letter in the department of 
war, he had nothing further to do with the bundle of 
papers than to take them from Mr. Calhoun’s table, 
in compliance with his order, and deliver them to the 
messenger at the door, to be handed by him to Mr. 
Mix. He also states, that the bundle appeared not to 
have been opened at all, and captain Smith also says 
that Mr Calhoun was engaged in official business 
with him during the whole time the papers remained 
there. 

The committee have no hesitation in pronouncing 
these alleged copies of a confidential letter from ma- 
jor Vandeventer to Mr. Calhoun, to be gross fabrica- 
tions, and thatthe whole story about receiving such a 
letter from Vandeventer, and losing it in the depart- 
ment of war, isa tissue of falsehood throughout. 


Tosay nothing of Mix’s character, and the positive 
denia} of Vandeventer, both as to the fact of writing 
such a letter, and as to the fact of taking it out of 
the bundle in the department of war, the story is, 
in itself, so improbable, and contains so many inter- 
nal evidences of fabrication, that the committee feel 
bound to reject the papers presented as forgeries. 

It appears that major Vandeventer had gone to N. 
York to prevail upon Mix to consent to the transfer to 
Goldsborough, and had succeeded in that object, by 
personal communication. It is quite likely, there- 
fore, that he used ail the arguments he could suggest 
in the conversations he had with Mix onthe subject 
previous to attaining his consent: and it is particu- 
larly to be presumed, that if he had any thing con- 
fidential, he would have communicated it verbally 
and not in writing. 

Nothing can be more unnatural and improbable, 
upon the face of it, than that he would have formally 
reduced to writing and sent to a man who was in the 
same city with him on confidential matter, which he 
must have previously stated in conversation, if the 
whole be nota fabrication. In addition to the improba- 
bility of the story itself, the papers presented as copies 
of the confidential letter have internal evidences 
of their having been fabricated by Mix. He swears 
that they were all taken from the original, whilst in 
his possession. If he had merély taken copies from 
the original, it would have been much easier to take 
a true copy than an incorrect one, and all the objects 
of copying would be defeated by not making the copy 
accurate. Now, it is found, that all three copies, ta- 
ken, as he says, from the same original, differ from 
each other in the construction, composition and ar- 
rangement of the sentences. But the most conclu- 
sive badge of forgery stamped upon the papers them- 
selves, is their composition. They are evidently com- 
posed by an illiterate maa, who does not understand 
the art of writing good English, and correspond, in 
this respect, with the general character of Mix’s 
composition. On the contrary, from the letters of 
mujor Vandeventer, itis obvious that he writes cor- 
rectly and grammatically. Moreover, itis highly im- 
provable in the nature of things, that Mix should have 
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taken three separate copies, unless we suppose he | 
had a foresight of its loss; and even if that had been 
the case, he would have taken one correct copy, in- 
stead of three incorrect ones. The story relative to 
the loss of the original, is equally improbable, and is 
accompanied by palpable contradictions. He first 
stated that he lost it previous to the 13th April, 1821; 
and afterwards, that it was five or six months, ora 
year, before Mr. Calhoun left the department of war 
That he should have left the papers with Mr. Calhoun, 
to be deliberately examined, and returned, and asked 
for them in five or six minutes, can only be account- 
ed for upon the supposition that his object, from the 
beginning, was to give a plausible face to the story 


he was inventing. 

The whole of his evidence relative to this letter, is contradic- 
tory and suspicious. He stated, in the first instance, that one of | 
the cupies was nearly correct, ut, that the one he then had with | 
him was so inacurate that he would not presentit. The next day, 
when he produced all three of the copirs, he could not tell which | 
was the most accurate, or whether the one which he had tefused | 
to give up, as being too inaccurate, was less accurate than the | 
rest. That copy, in fact, contains all that the others contain, and | 
is at least equally as full as thew ares 

The next portion of the testunony of Mix, which the commit- | 
tee think proper to notice separately, is the letter of major Van- | 
deventer, of the 17th of Oct. 1820, which he peoduced on his se- | 
cond examination, with the accompanying testimony given by 
him, as tuthe cxecution of the s-cond bond. Major Vandeven: | 
ter had stated thatthe second ond was executed a short time af- | 
ter the first,tu wit: some time in the aw pes of the fallof 1813. , 

Mix produced this letter of the 17th of Oct. 1820, written by | 
Vandeventer to him, at N. Y.in which Mix is r. quested to “attend 
to the bond.”’ Seizing upon this expression in Vandeventer’s letter, | 
to give color to his story, he swears that the bond was executed in | 
N. York avout the date of the lett«r, and that the retcrence in that 
letter, was to the executing of the bond. After repeatedly swear- 
ing tothis fact. in answer to several questions, hy was askedif he 
distinctiy recuilected to have signed th: bond, aud to have seen 
the sureties sign it, inthe latter part of 1820. ‘Vo this he answer- 
ed, that he distinctly recollected siguing the bond, but not in th- 
faliof 1820. He then adinitted, that the second bund was ex~cuted 
a short time after the first. Major Vandeventer states, that the 
request in the letter of the 17th of Oct. 1820, abuut the bond, re 
ferred to the procurement of the certificate of th: recorder, as to 
the sufficiency of the securities; and general Swift swears, that 
the secund bond was lodged in the engineer department, in the 
fall of 1818, befure be left the office of chief engineer. 

Itis evideut, therefore, that the whole of Mix’s testimony, rela- 
tive to the execution of the second bond, in 1820, is wantonly 
and maliciously false,and intended to discredit Vandeventer. 


The last piece of the testimony of Elijah Mix, upon which the 
committee deem it necessary to pronouncea separate and speci- 
fic opmion, is the letter of major Vandeventer,of the 3d of Au- 
gust, 1818, with the accompanying explanations. This letter was 
yxroduced at the close of his secoud exami:.ation, after he had re 
peatedly stated that he had no other letters of Vandeventer in his 
possession. ‘The letter was mutilated iv several places by cutting 
out words; aud as these mutilations render the letter unint lhge 
ble to a certain extent, the committee feel it their duty to express 
their opinion, both as to the person who made them, and as to 
the object for which they were made. They have no hesitation 
in saying they Were made by Mix, for the purpose of exciting sus- 
picion against Mr. Calhoun, and that he is not to be credited 
when he says it was done by Vandeventer. That the house may 
have the means of estimating the character of this witness, the 
committee have thought it expedient to state briefly and distinct- 
ly, the circumstances connected with this part of his testimony. 
Near the close of his last examination, he voluntarily stated to the 
committee, that since bis first examination, major Vandeventer had 
come te him, and requested to Know whether he could find the let- 
ter of the 3d of August, stating that he desired permission to cut 
out or erase certain words that were in it; that he, (Mix), found 
the letter uext day, and carried it to Vandeventer, at the depart- 





ment of war, who requested him not to speak about it there, for . 
that they were watched aad would be vverheard, and proposed to | 


go to the house of Mix, that night, to converse with him on the 
sub jeet; that Vandeventer came to his house, according!y. and 
prevailed upon him, by importunity,to permit the letter to be mu- 
tilated, and that it was mutilated accordingly. by Vandeventer. 
Inauswer to repeated questions, seeking to ascertain the words 
cut out, he always answered that he did net know any thing 
of them; yet stated that the words cut out in two separate places, 
were, he believed, the same. 

Major Vandeventer, on being recalled, stated that he had never 
seen the letter in question since he wrote it; that Mix never had 
been to see bim at the department of war since his first examina: 
tion. 

Independently of the established infamy of Mix’s character, and 
the positive demal of major Vandeventer, this story has all the 
characteristics of a fabrication. Nothing is more improvable than 
that major Vandeventer should have placed himself completely in 
the power of an enemy, who was using every effort to destroy 
his character; and if he had ever done so, he would rather have 
obtained possession of the letter, and destroyed it, than have left 
it in the hands of his enemy, just so tar mutilated as to excite 
suspiciun, and vo farther. For it is to be remarked, that the 


word “the” is artfully left immediately preceding two or three of 
the excisions, with the view, no doubt, of making the impression 
that the word ‘*secretary” existed in th space cut out; though 
Mix r peatedly said that he did not know what were the words 
cutout. The committee. therefore, cannot entertain a doubt, that 
the mutilations in the letter were made by Mix. 

This contract though formed on the 25th of July, 1818, between 
General J G. Swift, chief engineer, on the part of the United 
States and Elijah Mix, for himself, for the delivery of one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand perches of stone, at the Rip Raps in 
Hampton Roads, was soon afterwards divided into four parts, as 
will be shown by the letters of major Vandeventer, bearing date 
the 3d and 7th of August, 1818, in the manner following: One- 
fourth part to Mix, one-fourth part to Vandeventer, one-fourth 
partto Jennings, and one-fourth part to a person whose name 
was to be kept secret. 

The only explanation of this part of the subject which it is in 
the power of the committee to give, is, that they beheve the era- 
sures and «xcisions in the letters of the 3d of August, 1818, and 
the 17th of Octoer, 1820, contained the words “the general,” or 
“general Swift,” as, at the time of writing them, major Vandeven- 
ter believed general Swift was concerned in the contract, which 
impression he now swears was made by the representations of 
Mix, and was retained, until pending the investigation on 1822; 
when the general made oath that he never had been interested 
iu that contract. Mr. Jennings also swears, that he was informed 
by Mix, that general Swift was interested in his contract. Mix 
aiso admits that he might have told Vandeventer so. 

Immediately after this contract was closed, a bond was given for 
the fulfilinent of its conditions in the sum of twenty thousand dol 
lars dated the Sth of August, 1818, and signed by Elijah Mix, 
George Cooper, Samuel Cooper, and James Oakley. Sealed and 
delivered in presence of John Martinaud Simon Hillyer. 

To which is attached the following certificate of the recorder of 
New York 

* The sureties having been by me duly sworn, I do hereby ap- 
prove of them as good and sufficient. R. RIKER.” 

New York, 5th Aug. 1818, 


Upon this bond being received at the engineer department, an 
advance of 10,000 doilars upon the contract was made to Mix, 
by a draft upon the Brauch bavk of the United States at New 
York. After this period, it was discovered that there were two 
errors in the bond; first, that it was for the delivery of one 
hundred thousaad perch of stone, instead of one hundred 
and fifty thousand, which the ‘contract called for: next, that 
the nameof George Cooper was placed in the bond as one of the 
contract vs, when Mix alone was the contractor. 

Some time after the date of this bond it was cancelled, and one 
formed to suit the provisions of the contract, in all particulars, 
and was forwarded to the engineer department, which second 
bond was dated the 5th of August, 1818, the same day on which 
the first was dated. At what precise period this bond was received 
at the engineer department, is not known, but if the testimony 
of general Swift and major Vandeventer is correct, it must have 
been early i: the fall of 1818. 

The sum of 10,000 dollars was drawn from the treasury, it is 
supposed, upon a verbal requisition, as there is nothing written 
upon the subject. This however previous to the date of this trans- 
activ, Was sometimes the case, appears as from the testimony of 
general Swift and from the communication of the secretary of 
ae enn of war to the committee, dated the 10th day of 

_ The committee think it further necessary to state,that the cer- 
tificate of the recorder of New York, which was attached to the 
firstor the cancelled bond, is not attached to the second or new 
bond, but that when a copy of this bond was sent to a committee 
of the house, in the year 1822, the copy of the certificate of the 
old was attached to the new bond, and certified by an officer to 
be atrue copy. ‘he manner in which this irregularity happened 
is accounted for in the testimony of captain Smith. It does not 
appear in any part of this inquiry, that the United States sustain- 
ed avy injury, although there were sume irregularities. 


Atter taking all the testimony which could be had, calculated to 
| throw light on the subject, the committee feel it their duty to state 
tu the house, that there is nothing in the evidence warranting a 
‘ belief, or that tends to induce even the slightest suspicion, that 
Mi. Calhoun was, either direetly or indirectly, concerned in any 
_ Contract made with the department of war, whilst he was seere- 
tary of that department, or that he participated in the profits of 
any such contract, or that he connived at any such participation 
/im any of his subordinate officers, and that in their opinion there 
| are bo grounds torainy further proceedings. 


_ Mr. Saunders then asked for the document which conveyed the 
views of the vice president. 


The speaker, after ascertaining that the gentleman from North 
| Carolina referred to the protest which accompanied the report, put 
the question to the house, that leave be given to the gentleman 
tu make this motion, the report having been ordered to be laid on 
the table and printed. Leave was granted. 


Mr. Wright then said the document referred to had been laid 
on the table. If the house should decide to hear it read, he would 
afterwards move the reading of all the testimony; and the gead- 
He “a these documents would occupy the house tur the whole of 
the ¢ aye 

Mr. Saunders said he had no objection, if the house sustained 
the motion. 

The question was then taken on the reading of the protest, ayes 
7%,moes 81. Sothe house refused to have it read. 

Mr. Forsyth then asked leave tu present a petition of a person 
who believed his character to bave been implicated in the pro- 
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credings and re which had just been presented. Leave was 
granted, and Mr. Forsyth then presented the following ietter, 
with the accompanying documents: 


Washington, Feb. 13, 1827, 
To the speaker of the house of representatives of the United States. 
Sir: I cannot but express my regret that the select committee 


of the house of representatives, appointed on the vice-president’s 
letaer, of the 29th December last, have pot accompanied their re- 
port to the house by a communication of mine, of the first inst. 
explanatory of trausactions, as far as 1 am concerned, in the con- 
nection with the subject of investigation, Deeming this communi- 
Cation as necssary for that purpose, I herewith transmit it, with its 
accompanying documents, and pray that it may be received by the 
house, and placed among the papers presented by the committee 
connected with this investigation. 

Ihave the honor to be, &e. C. VANDEVENTER- 

Me. Forsyth then said that in making his motion, he was bound 
to say that he knew nothing of the character of the evidence 
which accompanied the report which had just been made. He was 
entirely ignorant whether it was exculpatory or neulpatory in its 
tendency, as regards the individual whose letter and documents he 
had presented. He had acted iu this instance, as be should feel 
bimself bound to act in all cases. He was influenced by no 
other motive than to do justice toall parties. He wou!d move to 
lay the doc unents on the table, and to print them. 

The house agreed to lay the documents on the table. On the 
motion to print, a long and aninrated debate took place between 
Messrs. Wright, Forsyth, Bartlett, Hamilton, Clark, Storrs, Weems 
Livingston, Brent and Floyd. ‘Those in favor of printing the doc- 
uments were prompted by a desire to give Me Vandeventer an 
opportunity of exculpating his character, and those in opposition 
tu the measure, opposed it on the ground that the petition was 
premature, andthat Mr. V. had every opportunity, while before | 
the committee, of explaining his tesumony—the motion to print 
was negatived without acount. 

+ Mr Van Rensscluevy woved to reconsider his motion relative to 
the appointment of printer to congress, which being agrecd to, it 
was laid on the table. 

‘The speaker laid before the house a communication from the se- 
cretary of the treasury, transmitting statements showing-~- 


- 
ng 


Mr. Forsyth renewed his motion to amend, 
which was again rejected, and then the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed and read a third time to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. Bassett moved that house do now adjourn, ayes 
78, noes 60, and the house adjourned. 

[Weare compelled, for the want of room, to cut 
short our details of congressional proceedings, and 
must be content with presenting our readers with the 
followingjbrief abstracts of the busmess transacted on 
Wednesday and Thursday. | 

In the senate, on Wednesday, the vice-president of 
the United States attended and resumed the chair. 
The bill for the location and opening of a rode in the 
state of Indiana, was read a third time and passed. 
The bili for reducing the duties heretofore levied on 
teas, coilee, and wine, was read a third time and pas- 
ed.. The bill appropriating certain sections of pub- 
lic land, to aid the state of Illinois in opening a ca- 
nal communication between the river Illinois and lake 
Michigan, was read a third time and passed. The bill 
appropriating certain sections of public land for the 
purpose of aiding the state of Indiana to open a canal 
between the Wabash river and lake Erie, was read a 
third time and passed. The bill for the relief of John 
Smith, T. and Wilson P. Hunt, was considered, and 
after a long discussion, rejected by the casting vote 
of the vice president. The bill forthe relief of Ebe- 
nezer Oliver & Co. and the bill for graduating the 








Ist. Payments made at the treasury dering the year 1526, for | 
the discharge of miscellaneous clauns, not otherwise provided for | 
—the amount is dolls. 10 534. 97; 

2d, Contracts made for the revenue service during the year 1825; 

ad. Of expenditures on accouut of sick and disabled seamen, 
amounts to 54,436 86 dollars;’ : fe 

4th. Of contracts made relative to oil, light houses light ves- 
seis, beacons, buoys, &cy which was ordered to be laid on the 
table and printed. le 

The speaker laid before the house a communication from the 
secretaty of the treasury, transmitting the annual statement of 
the district tonnage of the United States on the 31st. December, 
1825; which was ordered to be laid on the table and printed. 

‘he speaker laid before the house a communication from the 
secretary of! war, in reply to a resolution of the house of repre- 
rentatives of the 2dof January last, requirmng an estimate of the 
expense of imaking a canal between Barnstable and Buzvard’s 
bays. The letter “states that it has not beenin the power of the 
board of engineers to make the estimate reqnired, in time to lay 
the same before the house during the present session of congress, 
without abandoning uther important works, in which the board is, 
and has been engaged;” which was laid ou the table and ordered 
to be printed. Rie S 

The speaker, laid before the house a communication 
from the secretay of war, relating to national armo- 
ries,and the arms manufactured; which was laid on 
the tab!e and ordered to be printed. 

Statement of the expenditures at the national ar- 

mories during the year 1826. 
At Springfield, Massachusetts—for land, 

canals, &c. $10,973 29 
Manufaeture of arms 168,118 92 
Miscellaneous expenses 1,172 12 

ee 180,264 55 
At Harper’s Ferry, Virginia—for land, 

buildings, canals, &c. $10,279 63 
Manufacture of arms 155,358 92 
Miscellaneous expenses 1,675 81 





167,314 36 


#347,578 69 

The house then resmed the consideration of the 
bill authorizing the exchange of stock. Amend- 
ments offered by Messrs. Forsyth and Verplanck were 
rejected, avd the bill ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time to-morrow. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of 
the whole, Mr. Bartlett in the chair, and took up the 
ill relieving Norwegian and Swedish vessels from 
the payment of discriminating duties in the ports of 
the United States, and after considerable debate on 
an amendment offered by Mr. Forsyth, which was re- 
jected, the committee rose and reported the bill 


buildings, | 


price of public lands, were laid on the table, with 
the understanding that they would not be called up 
this session. 

In the house of vepresentalives, the bills ordered to 
be engrossed on the preceding day were read a third 
time and passed. The bill to refund certain duties 
paid upon vessels and cargoes belonging to the city 
of Hamburg, went through committee of the whole, 
and was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time. The house then went through committee 
with the general appropriation bill, and reported 


'it to the house with the amendments which the chair- 


man of the committee moved. Some discussion 
took place in committee, and in the house, in the 
clause appropriating 9,000 doliars for an out-fit fora 
minister to succeed Mr. Anderson at the congress 
of Tucubaya,‘ and the ayes and noes were called on 
the question, but the house adjourned before it was 
taken. 





THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 


In the senate, Mr. Dickerson, from the committee 
on manufactures, reported the bill for altering the 
;acts imposing duties on imported wollens, without 
‘amendment. The senate took up the bill appropri- 
ating five hundred thousand dollars annually, for six 
years, fur the gradual improvement of the navy of 
the United Stetes—and, after a long discussion and 
the adoption of several amendmen.s, the bill was 
laid on the table, with the understanding that it would 
be taken up on Friday. 

In the house of representatives, the discussion was 
resumed on the clause in the general appropriation 
bill, which provided an outfit of $9,000 for a minis- 
ter to succeed Mr. ./nderson to the mission to Tacu- 
baya; when finally it was determined not to fill the 
blank with that sum, by a vote 117to 45. The blank 
was then, on motion Mr, Cook, filled with $4,500, 
and thus amended, the bill was ordered to be engross- 
jed and read a third time to-day. The resolution of 





1 Mr. Saunders was taken up and discussed; Mr. Saun- 


ders concluding the observations which he commenc- 
ed on the preceding day; after which, he,was follow- 
ed by Mr. Buckner in reply. : | 
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